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RATNER GETS SITE 


With MTA's blessing, Bruce leaves 
$10 million deposit on rail yards 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The cash-strapped Metropolitan Trans- 
portation Authority on Wednesday accept- 
ed developer Bruce Ratner’s $100 million 
bid for the development rights over 8.5 
acres of train yards at the cusp of Down- 
town Brooklyn. 

The Ratner bid was less than half the val- 
ue of the real estate determined by an MTA 
appraiser, and $50 million less than a rival 
developer’s bid. 

And Ratner — who seeks to build four 
soaring skyscrapers and 13 other high-rises 
as well as an arena for the New Jersey Nets 
basketball team on a platform over the prop- 
erty and on contiguous land — only has to 
come up with a $10 million down-payment. 
The balance of would be payable upon the 
project’s approval by state authorities. 

An MTA appraisal that estimated the land 
to be worth $214.5 million was cast aside as 
the cash-strapped agency accepted the 10 
percent down, roughly the cost of 10 sub- 
way cars or 20 city buses. 

The bid by Ratner’s development compa- 
ny, Forest City Ratner, also offers to reno- 
vate the Atlantic Avenue subway terminal, 
build temporary and rebuild permanent rail 
yards due to the need to move the Vanderbilt 
Yards at Atlantic Avenue for the project, and 
construct a pedestrian passageway from the 
subway to the new arena. 

The approval was voted 10-1 by the 
MTA Board of Directors, which is largely 
appointed by Gov. George Pataki, a law 
school classmate of Bmce Ratner. 

The vote followed hours of public testi- 
mony at the Sept. 14 hearing in Manhattan, 
See RATNER on page 12 



Developer Bruce Ratner's bid of $100 million for the rights to build part of his proposed Atlantic Yards project over the rail yards east of Flatbush 
Avenue was accepted by the MTA Tuesday. Ratner is required to put down just 10 percent, or $10 million, until the full project is approved. 


CB6 rips 
'park' 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Following a public hearing on the proposed Brooklyn 
Bridge Park on Monday, Community Board 6 called the 
state’s draft environmental impact study inadequate and 
asked for the planners to scale back planned private condo- 
minium development on the waterfront and provide more 
analysis of alternate active uses, transportation and parking. 

Two days later, the full board ratified the motion drafted 
by its executive committee, calling for further review of the 
current plan — which depends for most of its revenue on the 
construction of 1,200 luxury condominium apartments — 
while still advocating 
“the concept of a 
park.” 

The bulk of the con- 
dos would be created 
in a 30-story tower and 
two lower buildings at 
the Atlantic Avenue 
end of the planned wa- 
terfront development, 
which abuts CB6. 

During last Mon- 
day’s public hearing, 

Councilman David 
Yassky, whose district 
encompasses neighbor- 
hoods that would bor- 
der the park — Brook- 
lyn Heights and also a 
portion of DUMBO, 

Vinegar Hill and Cob- 
ble Hill — announced 
his unwavering support 
for the park plan, and discouraged constituents from seeking 
to delay the process of its construction any longer. 

The Sept. 12 hearing, at Long Island College Hospital, 
was held to offer a platform to community members, many 
of whom have raised issue with the park’s current design. 
The current plan, announced last December, presents a radi- 
cally altered development — along the waterfront between 
Jay Street and Pier 6 at Atlantic Avenue — from the original 
plan, which had included public input gathered at numerous 
planning sessions held throughout 2001. 

Over the course of two hours of testimony, it became 
clear that the majority of the 75-member audience had prob- 
lems with the plan. 


Hearing 
on Mon. 

A public hearing on 
the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement for the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park plan 
is this Monday, Sept. 1 9, 
from 5 pm to 9 pm, at 
Polytechnic University's 
Dibner Auditorium, 6 
Met rotech Center in 
Downtown Brooklyn. 

Oral testimony is limit- 
ed to 3 minutes. Written 
testimony may be submit- 
ted up to 30 days after 
the public hearing. 


See ’PARK' on page 2 


Mayor 

heralds 
a new 
Coney 

By Ajla Grozdanic 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Coney Island will be restored to its 
former glory within the next few years, 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg said on 
Wednesday. 

On the boardwalk at West 15th Street, 
the mayor announced a plan to turn the 
seaside neighborhood into a year-round 
tourist attraction, complete with a re- 
vamped amusement park and board- 
walk, diverse new businesses and a 
more developed residential community 

He pledged an additional $50 million 
in city funding on top of $23 million 
previously promised. Borough President 
Marty Markowitz has committed $7 mil- 
lion and Rep. Jerrold Nadler committed 
$3.2 million in federal funds. 

Councilman Domenic Recchia, Dep- 
uty Mayor for Economic Development 
and Rebuilding Daniel Doctoroff, Coney 
Island Development Corporation (CIDC) 
Chairman Joshua Sirefman, Assembly- 
woman Adele Cohen, Community Board 
13 and CIDC member Sheryl Robinson 
and Dick Zigun, the unofficial mayor of 
Coney Island and founder of the non- 
profit Coney Island USA, which is dedi- 
See CONEY on page 13 



Portable gasoline cans, like these lining the shelves at a Pep Boys at 354 Fourth Ave., 
are more popular lately due to an increase in gas siphoning, say experts. 


WATCH YOUR TANK 

Gas siphoning on the rise 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

One of the less-remem- 
bered trends of the 1970s is 
back and reportedly rampant 
on the streets of Brooklyn 
— gasoline siphoning. 

In response to astronomi- 
cal gas prices, a new breed of 
thieves has taken to stealing 
gas from unsuspecting car 
owners using a length of hose 
and a portable gas can, recall- 
ing a practice that gained no- 


toriety during the gas crunch- 
es of the mid-’70s. 

In New York City, where 
prices at $3.27 a gallon on 
average over Labor Day 
weekend ranked as the na- 
tion’s highest, according to 
the U.S. Department of Ener- 
gy, the new petit larceny has 
also created a renewed de- 
mand in automotive stores for 
both locking gas caps and 
portable gasoline cans. 

“When people are coming 
here, people are looking for 


the gas caps, the locking 
ones,” said Flores August, as- 
sistant store manager for 
Strauss Discount Auto, at 527 
Fourth Ave. in Park Slope. 

“They sold out since last 
week, and we are having a 
shortage at the warehouse in 
New Jersey,” she said. “We 
have about 20 people coming 
to pick up gas caps next week.” 

In addition, August said, 
she has had people come in 
asking for gas siphoning de- 
vices like hoses and gas cans. 


George Davis, a manager 
for another of Strauss’ region- 
al stores, on Atlantic Avenue 
in Prospect Heights, said he’d 
seen as much demand rising 
for the siphons and cans as 
for the locking caps. 

“People were in demand 
for [caps] and gas cans,” 
Davis said. “Normally, we 
would keep two [cans] on 
stock at a time, but the day 
the prices went up — that day 
and the next day — we went 
See GAS CAN on page 5 


Met'tech to the rescue 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The city is consolidating the call 
dispatch centers for emergency re- 
sponders in all five boroughs — in- 
cluding fire, police and EMS — to a 
two-floor office space in Metrotech, 
The Brooklyn Papers has learned. 

The mayor’s office, the Fire De- 
partment and the Office of Emer- 
gency Management (OEM) all con- 
firmed this week that responsibility 
for telephone dispatch respondents 
will be centralized in the Downtown 
Brooklyn office campus in line with 


a new plan, adopted by the mayor 
and included in the citywide state- 
ment of needs for FY 2006-07. 

The site, which will include reno- 
vation of the existing 47,000-square- 
foot Public Safety Answering Center 
(PCAS) will be at 11 Metrotech 
Plaza, and the new construction of a 
redundant Public Safety Answering 
Center (PSAC2) will require room 
enough for a 410,000-square-foot of- 
fice space in “strategic location to 
PSAC1 at Metrotech Center, Brook- 
lyn” according to the statement of 
needs, to create a “unified structure to 
improve emergency response ability 


and disaster recovery capacity.” 
Central to the project, which is part 
of Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
Emergency Communications Trans- 
formation Program, is the consolida- 
tion of the call-taking and dispatch fa- 
cilities, the needs statement reported. 

The project will drastically re- 
vamp the city’s archaic 911 network, 
which currently suffers from over- 
lapping or missed signals, and a re- 
sulting delayed response time. 

Introduced by Bloomberg in ear- 
ly 2002, the plan has been stepped 
up since the August 2003 citywide 
See METTECH on page 13 



HELP SAVE Sacred Hearts and St. Stephen School! 


miD 1 



We invite 
you to enjoy 
yourselves 
at our 
fundraiser: 


New York Wines & Dines in Brooklyn 

Ik WINE & FOOD 
TASTING 

Wednesday, Sept. 28, 7- 10pm 


PARTICIPATING 

RESTAURANTS: 

Marco Polo Ristorante 
The River Cafe 
The Pearl Room 
El Caribe Caterers 
Chicken Masters 
Schnack 

and more . . . 


Sacred Hearts & St. Stephen School - 135 Summit Street (at Hicks) in Carroll Gardens • $50 advance ticket ($65 at the door) - For tickets & information, call (800) 442-5959 
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CRACKED LIPS 

f^Oc&kLif 
^e.auiu 
-Hint 


The skin on the lips is especially sensitive, 
because of few sebaceous glands; 
they dry out and become chapped easily. 
Use 100% organic natural lip balms to 
protect, nourish, and soothe your lips. 

Visit Body Essentials & More for weekly 
n store discounts on gentle, effective, 

L cruelty free personal care products. 


Body Essentials & More 

Brooklyn’s Best Source for Natural Bath & Body 

WE CARRY: Burt’s Bees, Shikai, Alba Organics, 
Ecco Bella, Kiss My Face, Avalon Organics, 
California Baby & Many More Brands 

S! SMESSST (718) 230-3802 


Ratner seeks to house Katrina exiles 



Zoom ! 

^ Professional Whitening System 

science 

ofsmiles 

whiten your teeth in about an hour! 

take your first steptc feeling good, looking groa: aid making 
a mefnoraDle mip-E -1 i< -r 1 t*. er * time you srn i Ic. You owe it cc 
yourself! Find out more about Zoom! professional tooth whitening. 

Call today! 

Ronald I. Teichman, D.D.S. 

Cosmetic And Family Dentistry 

357 Seventh Avenue (At 1 Oth St.), Park Slope 

718 - 768-1111 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

With condominium apart- 
ments to spare, developer 
Bruce Ratner — who has 
bought out most of the loft 
owners within the footprint of 
his Atlantic Yards mega-de- 
velopment in Prospect 
Heights — may be seeking to 
use the empty dwellings to 
temporarily provide shelter for 
victims of Hurricane Katrina. 

In two buildings, the last 
three apartment owners who 
have not sold out to Ratner say 
they received notices calling for 
an “emergency meeting of unit 
owners” to discuss plans to 
bring “victims of Hurricane Ka- 
trina for a period of one year.” 

Over the past two years, Rat- 
ner has negotiated the purchase 
of all but three units in the resi- 
dential loft buildings at 24 Sixth 
Ave. and 636 Pacific St. 

“Given the national emer- 
gency created by the aftermath 
of Hurricane Katrina and the 
desperate temporary housing 
needs of its victims, the Board 
intends to issue the waiver,” read 
an announcement sent to one of 
the condo owners. The waiver 


refers to an agreement that calls 
for the owners to vote on 
whether units can be rented out. 

While none of the remaining 
condo owners object to the idea 
— they uniformly praised the 
plan, even though it was put 
forth by Ratner — the point 
that people who lost their 
homes were replacing their for- 
mer neighbors was not lost on 
them, either. 

“It’s extraordinarily ironic 
that these people who have 
been driven from their homes 
by natural disaster would be 
moving into homes that have 
been vacated by people who 
have been driven form their 
homes by threat of eminent do- 
main,” Vince Bruns said with a 

Bruns, who lives at 24 Sixth 
Ave., a 21-unit condominium 
building of which 19 units are 
owned by Ratner, said he and 
his last remaining neighbors 
learned though a voicemail 
message of the plans to relocate 
victims in his building. 

“We got a phone call 
Wednesday night at 9 pm, ad- 
vising us there was a meeting 
the next day at 5 pm for the 
board of our building — and 


EXCLUSIVE 


Ratner is the board of our build- 
ing — where they were going 
to be voting to make use of all 
the vacant units here for hous- 
ing for people from Louisiana,” 
said Bruns. 

“They were going to do that 
vote, and answer any questions 
that interested people might have. 
The interested people being the 
two of us who own units.” 

Bruns said that at 3 pm on 
Thursday, “[Forest City Ratner 
officials] called back to say, 
‘Oh, never mind.’” 

What he’d heard through an- 
other owner in the Atlantic Yards 
footprint, Bruns said, was that 
Forest City Ratner had been en- 
couraged “by federal people” to 
first work through the proper hur- 
ricane relief channels. 

Forest City Ratner officials did 
not return calls for comment 
His building, he said, was 
still in great condition, and units 
would be ready to move into, if 
people wanted them. 

Brans, who works at the Ful- 
ton Fish Market in Manhattan, 


said he never sold to Ratner, 
even though he’d been subject- 
ed to the same pressures and 
threat of condemnation by use 
of eminent domain. 

"I met with [Ratner’s lawyer] 
at my apartment,” said Bruns. 
“They said they were interested 
in discussing it, and I said, ‘Look 
at this spot, I have a beautiful loft 
here, I love living here.’” 

He said that at the time of the 
meeting, about a year ago, there 
was no sense of urgency, but 
the Ratner lawyer, Bruns said, 
cautioned, “‘You don’t want to 
wait until you are going to be 
condemned.’” 

He thinks he offer is a good 

“It’s a great idea, they’re 
people in need; we’ve got space 
going unused,” Bruns said. 

Workers in front of 636 Pacif- 
ic St., the other condo building 
mostly owned by Ratner in the 
arena footprint, whose last non- 
Ratner apartment owner, Daniel 
Goldstein, leads the anti-arena 
group develop-Don’t Destroy 


Brooklyn, said they had been 
doing work inside the building 
over the past two weeks. 

And Goldstein said he, too, re- 
ceived notice of an “emergency 
meeting” of his condominium 
owners association, which was to 
have happened last Thursday. 

“The meeting was cancelled 
but they are in my building 
working on fixing up some of 
the units, so it seems like a real 
thing,” he said. 


For the first time since plans 
for Atlantic Yards were an- 
nounced in December 2003, 
Goldstein uttered kind words 
about Ratner, saying, “He’s do- 
ing the right thing.” 

“It’s a shame that so may of 
these units have been sitting 
here for so long,” he added. 
“We hope if they come into this 
building they’ll stay in this 
building a long, long, long time 
if they choose to.” 



'PARK'... 


Continued from page 1 

“We support a publicly fi- 
nanced park,” said Warren 
Berger, of the Sierra Club, 
pointing out that the park’s re- 
quirement to be self-financing 
set a bad precedent for all fu- 
ture park development. “The 
Sierra Club does not support 
this particular referendum. This 
is not a role that is acceptable 
for public parks,” he said. 

Many people talked about the 
changes that were introduced 
following the illustrative master 
plan developed between 2000 
and 2003, which, while still 
drawing criticism, had garnered 
the support of most of the sur- 
rounding neighborhoods. That 
plan did not include housing. 

“In 2000, we were presented 
with a park plan everyone could 
well endorse,” said Laurie 
Maurer, a Cobble Hill architect. 
“In 2005, the park plan does not 
include that plan, or even con- 
sider it as an alternative [in the 
DEIS],” she said. 

Maurer cited as the things 
lost, “a bus drop-off, visitors 
center, tennis courts, handball 
courts, a skating rink, rooftop 


basketball courts, a possible 
connection to the Clark Street 
subway station in Brooklyn 
Heights, a swimming pool and 
landscaping. 

“Instead, what we have is 
housing, a mound at the north 
end of the park, a marina, ve- 
hicular access, a floating walk- 
way, and lots of existing build- 
ings” which, she said, have no 
use designated in the study. 

She called it a public park 
“to which the public would 
have limited access and limited 
interest.” 

"We were told that the [2000] 
plan was just lollipops and candy 
canes,” Maurer said, citing what 
she said planners had called the 
old plan in recent meetings to ex- 
plain the new plan. 

"That suggests to me that we 
were naive to believe that this 
was a real plan, and I really feel 
that it was a bait and switch.” 

Immediately after Maurer 
finished, Yassky spoke. 

"I support the park and I 
think the park will be a valuable 
amenity,” said Yassky, who 
chairs the council’s waterfronts 
committee. 


“I want to see it go forward 
with all possible speed so sugges- 
tions to stop or throw out the EIS 
are misguided,” he said. ‘To my 
mind that is a big mistake.” 

While Yassky said his con- 
cerns about the new plan in- 
cluded the loss of active recre- 
ational uses, and the scale of 
some of the condominium de- 
velopment, as well as the lack 
of willingness on the part of the 
BBPDC — a subsidiary of the 
Empire State Development 
Corporation [ESDC] charged 
with planning, design and im- 
plementing the plan — to speak 
with the community, he said his 
committee would hold a hear- 
ing on the DEIS on Monday, 
Sept. 26, in which he hoped his 
concerns would be addressed. 

Following the hearing, the 
CB6 executive committee 
briefly considered tabling the 
motion to draft a statement to 
introduce before the full board 
at Wednesday’s meeting, but re- 
considered in light of the timing 
of the only official public hear- 
ing on the DEIS, this Monday, 
Sept. 19. Instead, they decided 
to work out the wording and 
take a vote that night. 

‘We need to be sure when we 
make any statement we say we 
are in favor of a park,” said CB6 


Vice Chair Pauline Blake, who 
added, “but when I, as a black 
woman in Brooklyn, need to ask 
a person in a high-rise condo to 
walk around their building to get 
into that project, it is not a park.” 
“This will be taken into con- 
sideration along with the testimo- 
ny that is received at the upcom- 
ing public hearing,” said an 
ESDC official. 


Find hidden treasure in Brooklyn at the 

^ Park Slope ^ 
Flea Market 




PS 321 School Yard 

Seventh Avenue (bet. 1st & 2nd Sts.) 
Open All Year • Saturday & Sunday 

(weather permitting) 

(917) 371-0005 • (718) 421-6763 




GAY FRIENDLY BROOKLYN MEDICAL PRACTICE 


General Male Health Issues 

Comprehensive HIV Care Including: 

• Hormone Replacement • Nutritional and 

Psychological Support 

• Case Management 

• Legal Aide 

POINTMENTS AV AILA BLE 



Primary Medical Care • Board Certified Physician 
■ Aggressive Advocacy fc 

Joseph G. Olivieri, md., a. 

313-43rd Street — Sunset Park, Brooklyn | Monday to Friday 


3rd Avenue and 43rd Street 


10am to 6pm 


New York’s largest lighting store is not in 
Manhattan; It’s right here in Brooklyn. 



Homeowners! Make Money 
On Your Property! 

Convert Your Property Into A Condo 


Mortgage rates are still low and 
its a good time to think about 
converting your property into a 
condo. As a Condo, you can: 

• Cash in on the housing 

boom without moving 

• Take out cash for renovations, 
debt reduction or investments 

• Transfer property without the 
need for co-op board approval 



Condo conversions are taking place throughout the area 
as property owners look to get equity without increasing 
their debt or selling the building. 

FIRST MERCHANTS, INC. and RAPHAEL & MARKS, 
LLC have partnered to present how condo conversions 
can work for you. 


floor lamps • table lamps • lampshades • repairs 
ceiling fans • low voltage lighting 

MIRRORS • TABLES • DECORATIVE ACCESSORIES 


First Merchants is a Park Slope 
based registered mortgage broker 
experienced in structuring refinances 
and end load packages for condo 
conversions. 


Raphael & Marks is a law firm 
that specializes in real estate and 
has done numerous condo projects 
in brownstone Brooklyn. 







MURRAY 


■ 

F E I S S 

HOME FASHION FOR LIFE’ 



Everything in lighting. . . Discounte 

1073 39th Street 

(corner Ft. Hamilton Pkwy) 


Mon. & Tues. 9-5:30; Wed. CLOSED; Thurs. 9-8; Fri. 9-5:30; Sat. & Sun. 10-5 


( 718 ) 436-2207 


Information sessions will be held on Wednesday and Thursday, 
September 21 and 22 at THE MONTAUK CLUB 
(8th Avenue & Lincoln Place) from 6:30 - 8:30pm. 

To confirm, call Tonya Martin at (917) 586-8835. 
Seating is Limited 


- Family Owned & Operated for over 30 years - 
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/tfSATNICK 


We offer quality service on 
all jewelry repairs or have 
your jewelry redesigned. 


Jewelry checked 
and cleaned 
FREE OF CHARGE. 



All repairs done on premises. 


Hartley F. Satnick 

The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 

in all 5 boroughs 
of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 44 years 


196 Joralemon St. (off court so 
(718) 852-1421 • Fax (71 8) 852-9697 • ^"SS 
HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 
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ROBOTS 

available on 
DVD&VHS 

SEPT. 27th 

******* 


718-797-0317 

105 Court Street (across from Barnes &. Noble) 


GRAND OPENING SPECIAL! 


r 


FREE 

^^Blable in 


Black or Silver! 

Headset 


Charger! 

w 

T -W* ** 


Samsung e335 

Camera Phone 

Motorola Razr 

Price: Free! (with activation) 
1000 Minutes 

“teCvak $1999£ 

Free Nights & Weekends 

only $45.99 

Our Price: $99.9S 


fUFifcFTOiU 

“Bringing Wireless to the New Generation " 

r at: 


224a Atlantic Ave. near Court St. 
tel: 718.643.6130 www.yakitup.com 
Open 7 days • -» |tMnU|T|| 




HEADACHES? 



Introducing Dr. John Guo 


Ruyi Bodywork of Brooklyn 


Treatment for: 

Acupuncture • Herbal Medicine • Acupressure 
Shiatsu • Qi Gon Massage • Foot Reflexology 

234 Court St. (near Baltic St.) 718-643-6892 


Armed mugging 
on Clermont Ave. 


88 PRECINCT 


By Lilo Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A man was robbed at gun- 
point while walking on Cler- 
mont Avenue after dark on 
Sept. 11, police said. 

The victim, 28, told police 
he was headed from Willough- 
by Street toward DeKalb Av- 
enue just after 10 pm, when 
suddenly a stranger appeared 
from behind him, flashed a 
black semi-automatic handgun 
and demanded, “Give me 
everything.” 

The victim turned over his 
Nokia cell phone, State of 
Washington driver’s license and 
$15, police said. 

Cashed out 

A man was robbed on Greene 
Avenue by a trio of thugs who 
may have had a gun, police said. 

The victim, 32, told police he 
was coming from the Long Is- 
land Rail Road around 3:45 pm 
on Sept. 9. As he walked along 
Greene Avenue, he noticed three 
men standing on the comer of 
Clermont and Greene avenues. 

As he passed the trio, one of 
the men said, “Give me your 
money.” The victim said he had 
no cash, but one of the thieves 
patted him down and grabbed 
his wallet. The victim said he 
thought one robber might have 
had a gun in his waistband, po- 
lice said. 

The thugs fled around 4 pm 
with his wallet, the man said. 
The billfold contained credit 
cards and a driver’s license, but 
no cash, police said. 

Chevy, to go 

A robber snatched a Chevro- 
let left running outside a fried 
chicken restaurant on the comer 
of Carlton and Myrtle avenues, 
police said. 

The owner of the 2000 Im- 
pala sedan said he left the keys 
in the ignition and the car on 
when he went to pick up a food 
order at 11 pm on Sept. 12. He 
told police that as soon as he 
stepped from the vehicle the 
thief jumped inside and sped 
off on Carlton Avenue toward 
Park Avenue. 

Also lost was the victim’s T- 
mobile cell phone, valued at 
$200, police said. 

KO’d in bar 

A young man was assaulted 
when a drinker’s dispute turned 
violent at a bar on Myrtle Avenue 
and Ryerson Street, police said 

The victim was knocked un- 
conscious after an argument 
started sometime between 2 am 
and 2:30 am on Sept. 9, police 
said. The fight escalated when 
the suspect jumped the victim, 
punching him and knocking 
him to the ground, police said. 

The victim was transported 
by paramedics to Brooklyn 
Hospital Center in serious, but 
stable, condition. The suspect 
fled northbound on Ryerson 
Street, police said. 


Coffee bandit 

Police arrested a 42-year-old 
man who allegedly stole ice 
coffee mix worth nearly $90 
from a commercial van on 
Myrtle Avenue, police said. 

A worker at the coffee im- 
porter, near Ryerson Street, said 
the thief struck sometime be- 
tween 7:40 am and 7:45 am on 
Sept. 9. The robber grabbed the 
box of mix off the back of a de- 
livery truck parked in the compa- 

Nab ‘snatchers’ 

Police arrested four young 
men who allegedly stole a $450 
necklace from a man riding the 
4 train before dawn on Sept. 12. 

The victim, 45, said he board- 
ed the southbound train at the 
Nevins Street station, at Flatbush 
Avenue, around 5:30 am. Sud- 
denly, four strangers surrounded 


snatched his chain while another 
pushed him down, cutting his 
arms and head. The other two 
thugs blocked the victim from 
following them out of the train 
doors and back onto the platform. 

Police said the suspects — 
ages 17 through 20 — face 
felony robbery charges. 

Lifts cash 

A Pratt Institute student was 
robbed by a thug who followed 
her onto the elevator at her Clin- 
ton Avenue apartment building. 

The victim, 23, of Oregon, 
told police she was coming 
home around 1 am, on Sept. 12, 
when she noticed the stranger 
in her building. When she got 
on the elevator he followed and 
grabbed her arm, insisting, 
“Don’t be afraid of me.” 

The thief snatched the victim’s 
cell phone and $50 before exiting 
on the third floor and fleeing in- 
side the building, police said. 


him. The victim said one 


Sheehan in Brooklyn 

Peace activist Cindy Sheehan will share her views Sunday, Sept. 
18, at the Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church, on the comer of 
South Oxford Street, in Fort Greene. 

Sheehan, who camped outside the Texas ranch of President 
George W. Bush, is scheduled to speak at 8 pm. Iraqi war veteran 
Jeff Key will also offer remarks. 

Sheehan’s “Bring Them Home Now” tour culminates in Wash- 
ington, D.C., on Sept. 24 with an anti-war rally. Her 24-year-old son 
was a soldier who died in Iraq. 

For more information, call (718) 625-7515. 

Boro prez forum 

Four candidates for Brooklyn borough president — including the 
incumbent, Marty Markowitz — are scheduled to participate in a 
public debate Monday, Sept. 19, at the Lafayette Avenue Presbyter- 
ian Church. 

The event is scheduled to begin at 7:30 pm, but audience mem- 
bers are asked to arrive early and be seated by 7:20 pm. The church 
is at the comer of South Oxford Street and Lafayette Avenue. 

Residents are also encouraged to submit questions for the four 
participants. These queries can be emailed in advance to de- 
bate @historicfortgreene.org or by filling out a printed card be- 
fore the debate begins. 

As of Sept. 14, candidates Theodore Alatsas, Gloria Mattera 
and Gary Popkin were scheduled to join Markowitz. 

The event is being hosted by the Fort Greene Association and 
a half-dozen other neighborhood and business organizations. 


MAJOR BRAND PAINT: 
DISCONTINUED COLORS 
Latex Flat & Semi-Gloss: 

2 for $5.00 

CENTURY 

Paint & Hardware 

47 Pearl Street 718-855-1223 

Open Mon. to Sat. • • Delivery to all areas! 
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115 Court Street (near state St.) • 718.643.9582 

Fax 718.643.2571 • Store Hours lOam-IOpm • Free Delivery 

©2005 Kahala Corp. - Scottsdale, AZ. Samurai Sam’s® is a registered trademark of Kahala Corp. and/or its subsidiaries. 


Calling all 
Bakers and 
Dessert Loyers! 


A unique neighbohood event 
celebrating the park, 
the waterfront . . . and pie! 

Bake a pie, taste a pie all for a great cause! 

Applications for pie bakers and more 
information about the event can be found 
at www.brooklynbridgepark.org, 
or call (718) 802-0603, ext. 12 


2nd Annual 

BROOKLYN 

PIE 

SOCIAL 

• •••••• 

Saturday 
Sept. 17th 
Noon - 4pm 



Owning A Home 

Has Never Been Easier! 



• Streamlined 
Application Process 

• Pre-approvals 
in 24 hours 

• Residential & 
Commercial Mortgages 

• 1 st & 2nd Mortgages 

• Direct Lending 

• Low or no down 
payment options 

• Post-bankruptcy & 
no credit approvals 

• No income / 

no asset verification 


W LIBERTY CAPITAL 


f ' Purchases MORTGAGES Refinance 
( 718 ) 351-5050 Cell ( 718 ) 612-1122 



John Errante 
Senior 
Mortgage 


2351 HYLAN BLVD SI NY 10306 • LICENSED MORTGAGE BANKER NYS BANKING DEPT 
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Osteoporotic Bone 


Normal Bone 


« 
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Osteoporosis 
Risk Factors 


Bone Density results in just 5 minutes 
with our new, high-tech DEXA 


• Female and over 50 

• Family history of fracture 

• Early menopause 

• Diet Low in Calcium 

• Thin & small framed 

- or just worried 
about osteoporosis? 

Talk to us! 


Brooklyn Heiqhis Atmans Assumes 

Daniel D. Ricciardi, MD, FACR, Director 

Conveniently located at 100 Clinton St. (off Remsen) 
For additional information or appointment call 834-0070 
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ALLEGRIA 

HAIR SALON 

335 Adams St., Lobby 
(next to Marriot) 
OPEN: Mon-Sat 


• Hair Styling & Treatments 

• Manicures, Pedicures, Waxing 

• Highlights, Perms, Chemical Treatments 

• Make-up for Special Occasions 


718 - 875-5500 




Loose 
Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the "Advanced, Non-inva^ive 
Implant System” placed in less tha 
two hours, then go out and enjoy yi 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive 
As demonstrated by Dr. Tony on ABC New 
and recently on Fox 5 News, this is 
non-invasive procedure. No sm grefi 
nor the typical months of healing or 
or discomfort. Competitive prices. 

Call today for your FREE consultafl 
and receive 15% OFF any new 
Dentures, Implants or MDI 
(Mini Dental Implant). 

Must present this ad. Limited ti 

718 - 8DENTX5 

(718-833-6895) 

Oral Dental Care 

Home of the Mini-Implant System 
461 77 th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
*We accept Medicaid and most Insurance plans* 



300-pound thug with a gun 


84/76 PRECINCTS 

police officer’s pocketbook 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

An imposing brute bashed a 
woman in the face with a hand- 
gun after she refused to accom- 
pany him home from a 
Willoughby Street bar after last 
call on SepL 11, police said. 

The victim said she met the 6- 
foot-3, 300-pound, muscular man 
while visiting the bar on 
Willoughby and Lawrence 
streets, a block off Fulton Mall. 
She told police the man grew vi- 
olent when she declined to go 
home with him after the bar 
closed, at 4 am. Enraged, the thug 
pulled a gun and smashed her in 
the face before he fled in a gold 
Chevrolet Suburban, police said. 

No ‘G’day’ 

An Australian tourist on a 
yearlong journey lost cameras 
and clothing valued at more 
than $2,000 to knife-wielding 
robbers who followed him from 
the bank, police said. 

The victim, 27, told police 
he was attacked around 11:15 
pm on Sept. 4, while walking 
towards the Brooklyn Bridge 
on Adams Street, not far from 
Joralemon Street. The unlucky 
visitor said two strangers — a 
man and a woman — had fol- 
lowed him from a nearby ATM. 

The thieves brushed past 
him, turned and pulled a knife, 
police said. 

“Give me your bag,” one of 
the thugs demanded, and the 
victim complied. His canvas 
tote was full of valuables, he 
told police, including an iPod 
digital music player, a JVC 
video camera, a digital camera 
and $1,500 in clothing. 

The victim told police he 
was leaving the next day for 
London and would be traveling 
continuously for a year. 

Metrotech crime 

Police say they captured a 
suspect in a Metrotech purse 
snatching and are searching for 
another thief — who robbed a 
police officer’s car. 

The suspect, 29, faces grand 
larceny charges after he al- 
legedly snatched a woman’s 
wallet in 1 Metrotech Center, 
near Lawrence Street, in Down- 
town Brooklyn. The victim, 19, 
said she was in the building’s 
lobby around 4:25 pm, on Sept. 
6, when the suspect grabbed her 
purse, which contained credit 
cards and $20 in cash. Police 
say they recovered the wallet 
when they arrested the suspect. 

Earlier that day, someone stole 


from the trunk of a car parked be- 
hind 4 Metrotech Center, near 
Bridge Street, police said. The of- 
ficer — whose precinct assign- 
ment was not available at press 
time — said she left the car at 8 
am, and when she returned at 
2:30 pm, the trunk was open and 
her purse was gone. 

Orange St. heist 

Robbers broke through a base- 
ment door to steal nearly $5,500 
in tools from an Orange Street 
home in Brooklyn Heights. 

A construction worker said 
the house, near Willow Street, 
was secured at 5 pm on Sept. 6. 
When he arrived for work at 
7:20 the next morning, he 
found the cellar door open and 
the tools missing. 

The stolen goods included: 
two Skill saws, worth $500, three 
battery powered screw guns, val- 
ued at $1,200, drills, sanders, two 
DeWalt miter saws, worth $800, 
a $250 nail gun and a pair of tool 
bags, police said 

Table robbery 

Burglars snagged nearly 
$1,000 in cash and valuables 
from a table inside a Love Lane 
apartment near Henry Street 
while the resident slept in a 
nearby room, police said. 

The victim told police the 
items were on the dining room 
table in his top-floor apartment, 
at noon on Sept. 8. At 9 am the 


next day, he noticed the goods 
were missing. Police said there 
were no signs of forced entry. 

The items reported stolen in- 
cluded a $300 Verizon cell 
phone, his driver’s license and 
various credit cards, a $400 
iPod, expense checks and an ID 
from his job, and $200 in cash. 

Wrong-way 

Always ride your bike with 
traffic and NEVER on the side- 
walk. That’s a lesson for both 
youngsters and teen muggers 
trying to make a quick getaway. 

Police arrested a teenager 
who pulled a knife on a man to 
steal $80 on Sept. 3, police said, 
after first stopping him for his 
reckless bicycle riding. 

The victim, 26, was at the 
comer of Bond and Union 
streets, around 4:50 pm, when 
the thug flashed the weapon. 
The robber threatened to stab 
him if he didn’t turn over his 
cash, police said. 

The victim gave up four $20 
bills and the thief fled on his 
bike. But officers from the 76th 
Precinct’s anti-crime unit, pa- 
trolling the area, saw the sus- 
pect peddling the wrong way 
down a one-way street and then 
riding his bike on the sidewalk. 

The officers stopped the teen 
and when police broadcast a de- 
scription of the mugger, the anti- 
crime officers realized their reck- 
less rider was probably their 


suspect. The 17-year-old was ar- 
rested on robbery charges and 
police officers say they recovered 
both the cash and the knife. 

Police Officer Daniel Bonilla 
made the arrest. 

Truck haul 

Robbers snatched nearly 
$5,000 in goods — including a 
$400 medical text — from a 
Toyota truck parked near the 
victim’s Boerum Place home, 
police said. 

The track owner, 32, told po- 
lice the vehicle was intact when 
he parked near State Street at 1 
am on Sept. 5. When he re- 
turned to the vehicle much later 
that morning, he discovered the 
passenger-side window was 
broken and several items miss- 
ing. The victim reported the 
robbery shortly before 12 noon. 

Police said the stolen items 
included a $2,000 Ritchey bicy- 
cle, an $1,800 Apple laptop, a 
computer bag valued at $100 
and 50 CDs worth a total of 
$500. The thieves also took a 
copy of a medical text, which 
the victim valued at $400. 

Buck muggers 

A young teen lost $1 to a 
pair of knife-wielding robbers 
who attacked him in Red Hook 
on the afternoon of Sept. 2, po- 
lice said. 

The victim, 13, told police 
he was on Visitation Place, be- 
tween Richards and Van Brunt 
streets, around 4:45 pm, when 
two strangers approached. One 
man pulled a knife and de- 
manded money and the second 


thief snatched his cash. 

But a police patrol spotted the 
mugging and the two officers 
chased the thugs on foot, catch- 
ing them nearby. Police charged 
two teens, ages 17 and 15, with 
robbery. Police Officer Timothy 
Wolsko made the arrest. 

Officers recovered the 
youngster’s dollar bill. 

Strong case 

A Strong Place resident wit- 
nessed a robber use a broom- 
stick to steal an expensive 
handbag and purse through the 
window of her Cobble Hill 
apartment, police said. 

While the woman caught 
him in the act, police have not 
been able to locate the suspect. 

The victim, 26, said the rob- 
ber struck shortly after mid- 
night on Sept. 10. The stranger 
used the stick to force open the 
window screen and remove the 
bags from the woman’s home, 
between Kane and DeGraw 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Five people were mugged — 
all during daylight hours — in 
Downtown Brooklyn subway 
stations this week, including one 
at gunpoint, police said. 

On Sept. 4, at 10:50 am, a 
woman lost her purse to a violent 
thug who attacked her at the Pa- 
cific Street station, near Fourth 
Avenue. The victim, 40, told po- 
lice she was waiting for a south- 
bound R train when the man 
punched her in the face and 
snatched her bag. 

The woman described the 
mugger as a light-skinned His- 
panic man, 5-foot-10 and 175 
pounds, with short black hair, 
wearing blue pants, a dark-blue 
shirt and multi-colored sneakers. 
The bag contained $510 in cash, 
her bank book, cell phone, keys 
and identification, police said. 

On Sept. 5, at 6:40 pm, a man 
was robbed at gunpoint as he en- 
tered the subway turnstile on the 
F line, at Smith and Bergen 
streets, police said. The victim 
turned over his wallet and the 
thief ran from the station and fled 

The victim described his at- 
tacker as a black man, about 5- 
foot-9 and 150 pounds, with dark 


But the woman caught a 
glimpse of the thief before he 
fled northbound on Strong 
Place, around 12:30 am. She 
described the robber as a white 
male, 5-foot- 10, partially bald- 
ing with brown hair and dressed 
in a green T-shirt. The stolen 
items included the $300 purse, 
the wallet, valued at $100, and 
several credit cards, police said. 

Hammer time 

Burglars broke into a parked 
truck near the Gowanus Canal 
on Sept. 10 to steal a $1,400 
jackhammer, police said. 

An employee with a Brook- 
lyn renovation firm doing work 
at a home nearby told police the 
white Ford van was parked on 
First Street, between Bond 
Street and the canal, from 1:30 
pm until 2:30 pm. During that 
time someone busted the win- 
dow and removed the DeWalt 
power tool from a storage area 
in back of the vehicle, police 


skin and blond hair, wearing 
black pants, a black shirt and a 
blue stocking cap. The wallet held 
$50 in cash, bank cards and the 
victim’s Social Security card, po- 
lice said. 

On Sept. 7, at 5:05 pm, a 
woman lost her necklace to a 
thief who followed her from the 
Court Street station, at Clinton 
and Montague streets. The victim, 
18, said the man snatched the 
$310 chain from her neck as she 
boarded a northbound R train. 

On Sept. 8, at 2:45 pm, a thief 
snatched a gold necklace from 
the neck of a woman on an R 
train arriving at the Lawrence 
Street station, near Willoughby 
Street, police said. The victim, 
23, of Massachusetts, told police 
the man grabbed the chain and 
fled into the subway tunnel as 
she stepped from the north- 

The gold necklace was worth 
$200 and it held a jade and dia- 
mond pendant, valued at $1,000, 
police said. 

And on Sept. 11, at 9:07 am, a 
thief grabbed a small purse from 
a woman exiting the Borough 
Hall subway station, at Court and 
Joralemon streets. The victim, 25, 
said the pouch held $60 in cash, 
various credit cards, her Brooklyn 
Law School ID and an iPod. 


D'Town auto thefts 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

At least two cars were reported stolen from 
downtown area streets this week and another 
three were burglarized, according to police. 

One of the vehicles disappeared from a com- 
mercial parking lot on Willoughby Street. 

That car, a 1997 Chrysler Cirrus, was stolen on 
Sept. 6, sometime between noon and 3:40 pm, police 
said. The owner, 40, said she left the car at the lot, on 
Willoughby Street near Oratory Place, a block from 
Fulton Mall, shortly after 7 am. An attendant at the 
lot said that he moved the car at noon and left the ve- 
hicle in the lot, unlocked, with the keys under the 
floor mat, police said. 

On Sept. 8, thieves with a taste for the classics 
snatched a 1979 Pontiac Grand Am from Nassau 
Street, between Gold and Navy streets. The owner, 
37, of Long Island, said he left the car at noon and re- 


turned at 10 pm to find it missing. 

• On Sept. 3, between 1 pm and 2:30 pm, robbers 
broke the window on a 2003 Nissan Maxima parked 
on Boerum Place near Dean Street. The owner, of 
Staten Island, said the thugs stole the car’s headlights, 
valued at $1,000, a $300 iPod and its $80 car con- 
nector and a Canon digital camera, valued at $375. 

• On Sept. 5, between 2:15 pm and 3:15 pm, 
thieves hit a Chevrolet Suburban parked on Liv- 
ingston Street and Gallatin Place. The owner, of Stat- 
en Island, reported a $450 cell phone and a laptop 
computer worth $3,000 missing. 

• On Sept. 8, between 5:30 pm and 5:45 pm, 
burglars snatched a laptop from an unlocked car 
parked on Third Avenue and State Street. The victim, 
36, told police he left the $2,000 computer on the 
floor near the passenger seat; when he returned the 
laptop and the vehicle registration were gone. 


Subway mugs 

By Lilo H. Stainton 



FREE 5 Day Guest Pass 


Enjoy Full Membership Privileges for 5 days at 
no charge and begin your regular excercise program today 


Fort Greene Sports Club 

(718) 797-9464 

69 1 Fulton Street, Bklyn, NY 

www.fortgreenesportsclub.com 


Fort Greene Sports Club has just opened up right in your neighborhood and it’s a 
great time to start including a regular workout in your daily life. It’s a fact that there’s 
nothing like regular exercise to help you stay focused and ahead of the game. 

Our state-of-the-art cardio equipment, advanced weight training systems and high 
performance classes are a healthy way to relieve stress, give you more energy and 
put you in charge. 


Get started today with a free guest pass. 
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THE PARK SLOPE 
FARMERS’ MARKET 

ON 5™ 


The 

FARM 
COMES 

,/ro 

I Your 

'I «.■ I 

Fresh V A Sundays 11am - 5pm 
local \ 1 RAIN OR SHINE 

produce & x U 
Hand-made XA JJ BYRNE PARK ON 
Foods X FIFTH AVE. & 4TH ST. 
y. CommunityMarketS (914)923-4837 

SPONSORED BY THE 5TH AVENUE MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION 


FOR DIRECTIONS AND SEASONAL RECIPES VISIT 
COMMUNITYMARKETS.BIZ 



MCS 

Specialized 
Private Fitness 

mcsspfitness@aol.com 

• Looking to improve your health? 

• Lose Weight? Tone muscle? 

• We can help you attain your fitness goals! 


ONE-on-ONE 

without the crowd! 


GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE! 




409A - 16 th St. (718) 768-8986 


(bet. 8th Ave. & Prospect Park West) I FI II^S <QQi||^gj 


Jelf C. 

Strachan, DDS 

1 89 Montague Street 
Suite 800A 
Brooklyn, NY 11 201 

(718) 783-0504 

Office 

(917) 753-3314 

Emergency end Evening 

Jeff.strachan@verizon.net 

Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed and Fri: 8am to 6pm 
* CareCredit financing avail. 


Prosthetically Driven 
Implant Dental Practice 
with Periodontics 
as its Core 

• Implants Surgically Placed aud Restored 

• Periodontics - Treatmeot of Gum Disease - 
Surgical and Nan-Surgical Therapy 

• Endodontics - Using rotary instrumentation 
far faster more thorough cleaning with less 
post operative discomfort 

• Digital X-Rays - 90% Less Radation 

• Extractions - Simple end Complex 

• Aesthetic Dentistry - Porcelain Laminates, 
White Fillings, Bleaching, Metal Free Crowns 

• Zoom Bleaching 

• Restorative Dentistry A-Z 

• Full Service Comprehensive Dental Practice 


In-home Dog Training 

Dedicated to educating your dog and you! 



At Confident K-9 Education, you and your companion 
will receive the best guidance and education available 
in Brooklyn. Certified Dog Trainer Kimberly Dillon will 
become your dog’s teacher, mentor and friend through 
positive reinforcement training. 

Confident K-9 Education 
718-704-6821 

www.confidentk9education.com 

Your dog's behavioral success depends on you... 
Train them now / don't blame them later! 


Public PI. cleanup 
gets a bit sticky 



Assemblywoman Joan Millman (center) led Pest Control inspectors from the Department of 
Health to the Public Place site on Smith Street in response to numerous rodent complaints. 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Sticky asphalt tar under- 
foot on a scorching hot 
summer day is one thing, 
but the discovery of “wells” 
of the stuff underneath the 
banks and bed of the Go- 
wanus Canal fetched a 
concerned and angry res- 
ponse from residents of 
Carroll Gardens, Red 
Hook and Gowanus. 

Scientists from the city and 
state, and their hired consult- 
ing firms, answered a gamut 
of questions at an Aug. 8 
Community Board 6 meeting 
at St. Mary Star of the Sea 
Church on Court Street at 
First Place, about exactly how 
much of the thick tar deposits 
still exist, how much would be 
removed, and what the likeli- 
hood would be of turning the 
area between Fifth and Hunt- 
ington streets, from Smith 
Street to the canal, collective- 
ly known as “Public Place,” 
into a public park. 

“In places it does accumu- 
late in our wells and goes 
down from 10 to 20 feet to 
150 feet down,” said David 
Terry, a scientist hired by the 
city. “There is a substantial 
amount of tar, and it does ac- 
cumulate, and if we dug a big 
hole, 30 to 80 feet deep, you 
would see black, tarry, soil.” 

Terry, along with a group of 
other researchers, engineers 
and scientists, was hired to in- 
vestigate four parcels of pub- 
licly owned land in the vicinity 
of what was once a Brooklyn 


By Mike Weissenstein 

Associated Press 

A Yemeni immigrant 
accused of illegally fun- 
neling $21.9 million over- 
seas through his Park 
Slope ice cream shop suc- 
cessfully fought to keep 
prosecutors from introduc- 
ing evidence allegedly 
linking him to terrorist 
groups as his trial began 
Tuesday. 

Abad Elfgeeh, 50, stands 
accused of transmitting mon- 
ey around the world without a 
license from a dozen bank ac- 
counts linked to his tiny store- 
front on Fifth Avenue near 
1 1th Street in Park Slope. 

Prosecutors have said the 
shop — which Elfgeeh no 
longer owns or operates — 
was used by a Yemeni cleric 
convicted earlier this year of a 
scheme to fund al-Qaeda and 
the Palestinian militant group 
Hamas. 

But prosecutors cannot 
raise the topic of terrorism at 
Elfgeeh’s trial unless the de- 
fense does first because they 
did not have enough evidence 
to charge Elfgeeh with a ter- 
rorism-related crime. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Pamela Chen made her first 
attempt to bring up terrorism 
after an opening statement by 
defense attorney Frank Han- 
cock, who called Elfgeeh a 
law-abiding citizen who sent 
money overseas for Yemeni 
immigrants innocently seek- 
ing to support their families 
and invest in their native 
country. 

After the jury left the court- 
room, Chen asked U.S. Dis- 
trict Judge Sterling Johnson Jr. 
to let her refute Hancock’s 
claims by introducing what 
she called suspicious checks 
confiscated from Elfgeeh, 


Union Gas plant, an early pol- 
luter of the canal. 

On Aug. 8, officials of 
Keyspan, the company that 
took over Brooklyn Union, 
along with representatives of 
city and state health and envi- 
ronmental protection agencies, 
presented the findings thus far 
of a grand-scale investigative 
study at a public meeting held 
by Community Board 6. They 
hope to complete the investi- 
gation by the end of this year. 

In the meantime, health 
specialist Dr. John Collins, 
who works for GEI, the firm 
hired to asses the contamina- 
tion, assured community 
members that the findings on 
the four parcels of city-owned 
land were not harmful enough 
to merit concern, but could 
limit development of the site. 

“We don’t find tar shallow- 
er than 10 feet deep. If you 
can’t contact it, because it’s at 
least 10 feet down, you gener- 
ally don’t have contact with it 
as far as heath is concerned,” 
said Collins. 

“Because humans don’t 
touch it, and don’t drink the 
groundwater, that’s not an ex- 
posure pathway,” he said. 

Bette Stoltz, executive di- 
rector of the South Brooklyn 
Local Development Corpora- 
tion and a Carroll Gardens 
resident, asked Collins, “If 
you lived on Fourth Street and 
you had a garden, would you 
unhesitatingly continue eating 
your tomatoes?” 

Collins replied, “From the 
soil testing we’ve received, 
yes.” 

It was unlikely, Collins 


had” and “mujahidin.” 

Others were made out to 
the Yemen-based Charitable 
Society for Social Welfare, 
which the FBI has described 
as a terrorist front group. 

Johnson rejected her re- 
quest but is expected to revisit 
the issue as the trial moves 
forward. 

Elfgeeh first came to the at- 
tention of FBI anti-terrorist 
agents as they investigated 
Sheik Mohammed Ali Hassan 
Al-Moayad, whom they even- 
tually accused of funneling 
money from the United States 
to al-Qaeda and Hamas. 

Al-Moayad was convicted 
of supporting and conspiring 
to support terrorism and sen- 
tenced to 75 years in prison in 
July. 

Witnesses at al-Moayad’s 
trial said he kept Elfgeeh’s 
number in his phone book and 
called Elfgeeh someone he 
(rusted to transfer money from 
the United States to Yemen. 


said, that the city and state 
could, or would, remediate 
what was termed “deep con- 
tamination” of the four Public 
Place sites investigated. A 
more likely solution, he said, 
would be to asphalt it over be- 
fore any new development 

Keyspan is helping to fi- 
nance the investigations of the 

“The investigation is in- 
complete,” said Joseph Mo- 
loughney, an engineer from 
the state Department of Envi- 
ronmental Conservation, which 
is overseeing the site. Until a 
future use of the site is 
planned, any mitigation of en- 
vironmental hazards cannot be 
determined, he said. 

“The next step is to deter- 
mine, for the parcels we’ve 
looked at, if [the Department 
of] City Planning wants to zone 
it one thing or another,” said 
Moloughney, who pointed out 
that the investigation didn’t go 
so far as to offer a remediation 
or mitigation solution. 

First, he said, the DEC 
needs to know, “What is the 
next use of the property and 
what needs to be done to 
make it suitable for that? 

“We look at the bigger pic- 
ture — is there something that 
needs to be done. This stuff 
goes down 100 feet, 150 feet. 
We’re not going to dig that up. 
That should be clear. We’re 
looking more at long-term 
management of what’s left in 
that site.” 

The only reason they would 
remove everything is if the 
site needed an un-restricted 
use designation. Currently, the 
former Citizens Gas Works, 
which operated from the 
1860s to the 1960s, has no of- 
ficial zoning designation since 
it predated the city codes and 
the city’s 1975 seizure of the 
land left it unnecessary to cre- 

More likely, he said, prop- 
erty could be developed with 
a deed restriction on work ex- 
ternal to the building. 

Buddy Scotto, a longtime 
community activist, said he 
hopes new housing for seniors 
is a consideration for develop- 
ment of the site. 

“Relative to potential uses, 
clearly, obviously, how can 
anyone not want to find out 
what the needs of the commu- 
nity are? Clearly, we need af- 
fordable housing, we desper- 
ately are in need of senior 
citizens housing,” he said. 

But John Muir, the retired 
founder of the Brooklyn Center 
for the Urban Environment, 
said he’d like to see a reinvigo- 
rated effort to keep the parcels 
open for community use. 

“I would like to see, cer- 
tainly parcels 1 and 2, which 
are roughly bounded by the 
canal and Fifth and Smith 
streets, with the open space 
accessible to the public,” Muir 
said. “We need to make a ma- 
jor park in a district that is a 
mile away from Prospect 
Park. That, I think, would be 
the best use.” 
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All Senior Living 
Is Not Created Equal 


At Sunrise Senior Living our vision is 
to champion quality of life for all seniors. 
Our homelike living environments are 
beautiful beyond compare. Cozy commu- 
nity areas, like the Bistro, invite residents 
to share lively chats with friends. . .maybe 
even with Sinatra playing on the juke- 
box. Group outings are scheduled every 
day, but relaxing quietly with a favorite 
novel before a bright, sunny window is 
always an option. 


Since no two seniors are alike, we offer 
a variety of lifestyle options, personalized 
amenities and services. Here residents 
enjoy supportive health care by a 
licensed home care service agency. 

Visit or call Sunrise Senior Living to see 
what unique things we do that make 
each of our communities a place seniors 
can call home. 


Join us for an Open House from 1 2pm-3pm at both of our communities! 
Saturday & Sunday, September 1 7th & 1 8th 
Saturday & Sunday, October 1 5th 8c 1 6th 
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Mugged on way into 
home on Lincoln Place 


78/72 PRECINCTS 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A masked gunman on a 
bike robbed a woman just 
steps from her Lincoln Place 

The victim, 29, told police 
she had just walked home from 
a friend’s house, on Carlton Av- 
enue, when a stranger rode up 
behind her on a mountain bike, 
at 12:25 am on Sept. 10. The 
woman was trying to get inside 
her apartment, on Lincoln Place 
near Seventh Avenue, when the 
mugger — his face covered by 
a white bandana — thrust a 
black handgun in her face. 

“Give me your purse or I’ll 
shoot you,” the thug demanded. 

The woman turned over her 
bag and the gunman peddled 
away, towards Seventh Avenue, 
police said. 

Police said the woman’s 
purse, a nylon bag valued at 
$200, contained her driver’s li- 
cense, credit cards and U.S. 
Passport. Also in the bag was a 
Motorola cell phone, worth 
$200, she said. 

On guard 

Police arrested a woman who 
they say bit a security guard who 
tried to stop her from stealing $39 
in beauty products from a Fifth 
Avenue drug store. 

The guard, 45, told police that 
at 5 pm, on Sept. 9, he saw the 
suspect helping herself to facial 
cleanser, a manicure set and oth- 
er items from the shelves of the 
chain store, near 10th Street. 
When he approached the 
woman, she bit into his right 
forearm, police said. 

The guard was treated at New 
York Methodist Hospital for 
puncture wounds caused by the 
biting. Police apprehended a sus- 
pect, 22, and charged her with 
felony robbery. Police Officer 
Nybia Cooper made the arrest. 

The items reported stolen, 
which were not recovered, in- 
cluded Aveeno foam facial 
cleanser, $10 manicure set, a 
botde of aromatic oil and a $20 
set of electric clippers, accord- 
ing to police. 

Lost call 

A bar on 11th Street was 
robbed after-hours by a burglar 
who broke in through the win- 
dow, police said. 

A 29-year-old employee of 
the pub, near Sixth Avenue, told 


police the thief struck sometime 
between 1 am and 5 am on 
Sept. 8. The woman discovered 
a front window was broken and 
the cash box — containing 
$400 — was missing. Nothing 
else was disturbed, police said. 

Car crimes 

Thieves stole three vehicles 
from Slope streets this week 
and broke into at least four oth- 
er cars, according to police. 

• A 2005 Acura was snatched 
from Fifth Avenue, near Fourth 
Street, sometime between 10:30 
pm on Sept. 6 and 9 am on 
Sept. 8. 

• A 1994 Chrysler Town and 
Country van, parked on Polhe- 
mus Place, near Carroll Street, 
at 6 pm on Sept. 7, was 
nowhere to be found by noon 
the next day, the North Carolin- 
ian owner told police. 


By Sara Kugler 

Associated Press 


• A 1991 Nissan Sentra, 
parked on Fourth Avenue near 
12th Street, was stolen between 
1 am and 11 am on Sept. 11. 

• On Sept. 5, it took thieves 
less than half an hour to snatch a 
purse from the front seat of an 
unlocked car parked on Pacific 
Street, near Fourth Avenue, po- 
lice said. The victim, 26, said she 
left the car at 5 pm and when she 
returned at 5:30 pm, the bag was 
gone. It contained credit cards, a 
cell phone, personal ID — in- 
cluding her Social Security card 
— and $73 in cash, police said. 

• On Sept. 6, robbers struck 
a 2005 Chevrolet Malibu 
parked on Seventh Street near 
Eighth Avenue, police said. The 
burglars broke a window be- 
tween 4:30 pm and 6 pm and 
made off with an IBM laptop, 
valued at $2,000, a $500 Olym- 


pus digital camera and paper- 
work. 

• On Sept. 9, it took thieves 
less than 15 minutes to snatch 
nearly $1,000 in goods from a 
2001 Ford Winstar on Fifth 
Street, between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues, police said. 
The victim, 41, said she parked 
and then went into a nearby 
drug store at 8: 10 pm; when she 
returned at 8:25 pm, she found 
the lock on her van door had 
been jimmied. The burglars 
grabbed a $20 purse that con- 
tained credit cards, her Social 
Security card and $900 in cash, 
she told police. 

• Sometime between 5 pm 
on Sept. 9 and 10 am the next 
day, robbers removed the 
airbags from a 2002 Honda 
Civic on Third Street, between 
Eighth Avenue and Prospect 
Park West, police said. The 
owner, 58, said a vent window 
in front was broken and the 
airbags, his car stereo and sev- 
eral CDs were gone. 


Mayor's report card 


The mayor’s annual report card boasts that 
crime and unemployment are low, but firefight- 
ers are slower in responding to fires and the city 
is battling a rat problem. 

The city’s bill of health is mixed: Fewer New 
Yorkers are smoking, but syphilis is on the rise. 

Overall, Mayor Michael Bloomberg said, the 
report released Monday paints a pretty picture. 

“It’s fair to say we have become — envy may be 
too strong, but maybe not — the envy of the rest of 
the country and the world,” Bloomberg said. 

The Mayor’s Management Report reviewed fis- 
cal year 2005, which ended June 30. Unemploy- 
ment is at 5.5 percent — compared with 7.5 in 
2001 after the Sept. 11 attack and 7.3 in June of 
2004. Crime continues to fall, and the city ranks 
safest among the 10 largest U.S. cities. 

New York may be safer, but it’s also a nice 
place for rats to live. 

The report showed about 31,600 pest control 
complaints, a 40-percent increase from the previ- 
ous year, which the mayor attributes in part to the 
popularity of the city’s 311 call center. The hotline 
was launched in 2003 and provides a starting 
place for all non-emergency municipal inquiries, 
complaints and comments. It logs about 40,000 
calls daily. 

Besides an uptick in rodent complaints, the 


health department also performed more than 
88,000 exterminations, 5 percent more than in 
2004, Bloomberg’s report said. 

“There’s no question that we have a rat problem ... 
the city has put out traps and poison at record rates,” 
Bloomberg said. “Whether we’re really staying 
ahead of the rat population or not, nobody knows, 
because now it is just so much easier to report it.” 

Rat expert Brace Colvin said eastern U.S. cities 
have chronic rat infestations because of aging in- 
frastructure and growing human congestion, a 
problem that is exceedingly difficult to solve. 

As for the Fire Department, firefighters’ re- 
sponse time to structural fires rose by about 15 
seconds, to 4 minutes and 31 seconds, a trend 
Bloomberg called “worrisome.” 

He said it was not related to the closing of six 
firehouses, which came before the period re- 
viewed in the report, but was more likely due to a 
flap with the unions over whether firefighters 
could be held liable for traffic accidents on the 
way to fires. There were reports that the unions 
told members to slow down in protest. 

“I hope that we have addressed those concerns 
and you’ll see that come down,” Bloomberg said. 

The number of syphilis cases rose from 599 in 
fiscal 2004 to 646 in 2005. The health depart- 
ment’s commissioner, Thomas Frieden, said that it 
mirrors a troubling mtemauonat mcrease but that 
the rate of growth has slowed slightly. 
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Residents: Rain causes Gowanus floods 



By Ariella Cohen 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

While nowhere near the 
flooding in Louisiana and 
Mississippi caused by 
Hurricane Katrina, residents 
and merchants in the 
Gowanus neighborhood say 
when it rains near the canal, 
it pours — into their base- 
ments. 

At the News and Comic 
Wholesalers, on Ninth Street 
alongside the Gowanus Canal, 
50-pound bags of mason sand 
line the front of the brick 
storefront. Across the street, at 
a self-storage park, piles of 2- 
by-4s act as flood stilts for the 
aluminum trailers. Down the 
block at A + A Sweetland 
Warehouse, on Eighth street, 
workers just avoid the rest- 
rooms when it rains. 

“We know the water will 
come up through the bath- 
room,” said Sweetland em- 
ployee Fasal Kholjeli. “We 
just wait — and clean up af- 
terwards.” 

If it rains in Park Slope, it 
floods in Gowanus — for as 
long as anyone around here 
can remember that has been 
the rule to work around. 

In 1848, the city rebuilt the 
Gowanus Creek into a mile- 
and-a-half industrial waterway 
that became the Gowanus 
Canal between South Brooklyn 
and the Upper New York Bay. 
As shipping rose and fell in 
Brooklyn, so did the fate of the 
asphalt-locked waterway. Over 


the past two decades, millions 
in state and city funds have 
gone towards cleaning up the 
chemical-runoff polluted, pur- 
plish waterway solving sewage 
overflow problems there and 
reconstructing Ninth Street and 
its bridge across the canal. 

Yet even after renovations 
on Ninth Street, the blocks 
around the Gowanus remain 
subject to floods from over- 
flowing water mains and high 
canal tides. Now with more 
people moving into empty in- 
dustrial lots and taking over 
the street’s storefronts, the 
neighborhood is ready for city 
agencies to step in with a 
more permanent solution. 

“We never sent a letter to 
the city or anything but we’ve 
been getting floods for years 
— that’s why we keep our 
units up high,” said Jose Cin- 
tron, a handyman at Self Stor- 
age on Ninth Street. “They 
need more sewers up here, or 
something, because it’s going 
to ruin the street.” 

Thomas Chardavoyne, di- 
rector of the Gowanus Canal 
Community Development 
Corporation, said they are 
looking at the long haul. “I am 
not so concerned about one 
flood as I am about the condi- 
tion,” he said. 

This fall, the organization 
hopes to work with a larger 
neighborhood coalition to ini- 
tiate public conversation about 
increasing the capacity of 
sewers in the neighborhood. 

“Replacing a sewer line is a 


major capital expenditure and 
we need a broad constituency 
to even start talking to the city 
about it,” he said. 

Craig Hammerman, district 
manager of Community 


Continued from page 1 
out of stock every time we set 

"One guy said he had a cou- 
ple of trucks, and he bought 
like, four cans. He said he had 
to, ‘just in case he couldn’t get 
to the gas station,”’ said Davis. 

“Siphons we normally carry 
maybe like one in stock, nor- 
mally siphons don’t sell, but this 
week we sold probably, well, 
the one we had, and when [the 
order] came back it was sold 
that very same day. 

"Yesterday, we got three or 
four and I know we already sold 
one. I don’t normally sell 

USA Today, in its Aug. 25 
edition, reported that Pep Boys, 
a nationwide auto parts store, 
said locking gas cap sales were 
up 5 percent compared to the 
same time last year. 

"Our sales have increased,” 
agreed Larry Travers, manager 
of the Pep Boys at 354 Fourth 
Ave., though he would not dis- 
close specifics for the store. 

The USA Today report also 
noted that the nation's largest 
auto parts chain, AutoZone, sold 
more than 10,000 locking gas 


Board 6, said he agrees with 
residents who believe that the 
periodic floods may have even 
gotten worse since the city im- 
proved Ninth Street. 

Last month. Hammerman 


than 60 percent higher sales 
than an average week. 

"Most of what we had was 
sold the first day, and whatever 
we get in, it sells out that same 
day,” said Thomas, a store man- 
ager for an AutoZone in the 
Flatlands section of Brooklyn, 
who declined to give his last 
name. He said the only Auto- 
Zone that had any locking caps 
in the area as of last week was 
on 86th Street in Bay Ridge, 
where employees declined to 
comment for this article. 

A manager at a Strauss auto 
shop in Bensonhurst said their 
inventory was wiped out of the 
locking caps, which can cost up 
to $30 each, still 10 to 15 dol- 
lars less than the cost of filling 
the gas tank of a sports car. 

“Our warehouses are com- 
pletely wiped out because of 
these gas prices,” said Yasser 
Hatab, the store manager, who 
said a close friend had been the 
victim of siphoning. 

“My best friend, he got to his 
car and the gas tank was empty, 
and he’d filled it up the night 
before — the cap was missing 
but the [has tank] door was 


wrote a letter to the city De- 
partment of Environmental 
Preservation (the agency that 
oversees the sewer system) 
asking if the city had in- 
creased the capacity of the 
sewer system when in 1999 
the reconstruction of Ninth 
Street offered the chance. 

“It could have been a fail- 
ure on the city’s part to plan 
the project appropriately,” 
Hammerman said. 

“At the time the work was 
done on Ninth Street, the 
neighborhood was partially 
residential and partially crack 
houses — they just didn’t take 
care to do all that could have 
been done,” said Eighth Street 
resident Kathryn Krase. 

“The city,” Hammerman 
added, “probably should take 
action against the engineer 
who made the decision [not to 
increase the capacity of the 
sewers], if they can find him.” 

At this point, the DEP does 
not consider the Gowanus 
neighborhood particularly 


closed — it was just one of 
those flip-open and flip-closed 
tanks,” he said. 

While his store isn’t selling 
siphons, he said he bought a 
locking cap for himself. 

“I bought it just when the gas 
prices went up, knowing that 
the community isn’t very safe,” 
Hatab said. 

Detective Brian Sessa, a 
spokesman for the NYPD, said 
gas siphoning is hard to track, 
as the department doesn’t keep 
statistics on specific petit larce- 
nies. To apprehend a suspect, he 
said, “You’d actually have to 
see somebody doing it.” 

He compared the crime 
much to that of a wallet theft — 
unless there is a witness who 
can describe the thief, it is re- 
ported as missing property. 

"We wouldn’t take a report 
unless they witnessed someone 
siphoning from a gas tank,” he 
said, but encouraged those who 
might witness the siphoning of 
another person’s gas tank to re- 
port it to police. 

The locked fuel cap, an in- 
vention first introduced during 
the Great Depression to deter 
gasoline thefts, according to the 
Web site of Stant, a major sup- 
plier of the caps, comes with a 
customized key that is required 
to open up the lock and then 
unscrew the cap. 


troubled by flooding. The 12- 
inch catch basins that have 
drawn concern from neigh- 
bors are standard, an agency 
spokesman said, explaining 
that from Eighth Street, the 
wastewater is channeled down 
to Third Avenue, where it 
empties into a 72-inch basin. 

After hearing complaints of 
overflow after a July rain- 
storm, the DEP came out with 
a flusher truck and pumped 
hot water into the sewers with 
a high-pressure hose. 

In another visit, the DEP 
paved over a 4-foot-wide by 
6-foot-deep sinkhole — a col- 
lapse of asphalt generally 
caused by a leaking sewer line 
or water main — on Eighth 
Street between Third and 
Fourth avenues, after an or- 
ange traffic cone disappeared 
into the yawning roadway. 

As for the floods, the agency 
is aware of the problem but 
does not see an easy solution. 

“The canal water backs up 
into the sewer system if it gets 


a high tide during rain sea- 
son,” said DEP spokesman 
Ian Michaels. “It’s a natural 
tide, and you get a flood. 

“As far as we can see, noth- 
ing is structurally wrong,” he 
added. 

After a particularly heavy 
rainstorm in July, water pressure 
burst a main below Kathryn 
Krase’s house, submerging the 
ground below her basement in 3 
feet of sewer water. 

Before that incident, waste- 
water had jetted out of an 
open drain into an antique 
claw-foot bathtub she had 
been using as a storage chest 
for Christmas ornaments. 

“Its physics — water tries 
to find air and there we were, 
with an open drain,” said 

Needless to say, the sewer- 
soaked angels never made it 
to the tree that year, but Krase 
still believes they have gotten 
off easy compared to neigh- 
bors who have spent years 
sump-pumping and dry-mop- 


ping after basement deluges. 

“You would think this place 
was still a river if you saw it 
in the rain,” said Mohammad 
Basher, a News and Comic 
Wholesalers employee who 
spent days clearing the place 
after a deluge in July 2004 
drowned some 30,000 copies 
of the New York Times and 
three computers in rank, 
brown sewer water. 

“I almost got sick cleaning 
that water last time it flood- 
ed,” he said. 

“This July,” Basher added, 
“we got a little flood and the 
sandbags worked to keep out 
the water, but a little more rain 
and — poof — the whole 
business gone.” 

He points to the vacant 
shop next door to the ware- 
house. Above the boarded 
door is a sign that reads, “Wa- 
termark Inc. Silk Screen.” 
“They never even opened 
up the shop after the flood,” 
said Basher, “and by Septem- 
ber they were gone.” 
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M BOAT Program Guide - What’s on Brooklyn Community Access Television 


Stephen Powell: 
99% Inspiration 

By Leonard Jacobs 

T he first thing that captures your attention about Stephen 
Powell, executive producer of Inspirational Vybes since 1997, is 
his resonant, soothing baritone, one that seems born for radio. It has 
a calming quality, a quiet peace that may help to explain why his 
half-hour program, devoted to "positive-spirited music videos," has 
become such a popular staple of Brooklyn Community Access 
Television's lineup. 

"Life can be hell in itself," says 


Powell, by way of explaining how 
his music video show differs from 
those that air on, for example, 
VH1 and BET. "I just feel that we 
all need some type of outlet, a 
break from all our responsibilities 
and concerns. So my mission, and 
the image that I keep in my mind, 
is basically for someone to be in 
front of the television, consuming 
something positive for a change. 
Something that maybe can remove 
that person from their daily con- 
cerns and, for a half-hour, gives 
them a kind of safe haven. You 
never know what somebody's 
going through, so I try to pick 
some good music - music that can 
maybe send your mind in a differ- 
ent and more positive direction for 
awhile - and I put that on the air." 

Coming from a run-of-the-mill 
VJ, this kind of statement might 
seem saccharine or vanilla, but 
neither is remotely true to Powell. In 
fact, underneath his super-smooth 
tones lies a fellow so genuinely 
modest that it takes some time for 
him to admit that creating a 30- 
minute video program is much, 
much harder in terms of planning 
and logistics than it might seem to 
the everyday viewer. For one thing, 
permission must be obtained from 
every label, which is where his long- 
time relationship with the music 
industry has come to serve Powell's 
program well. From a long stint 
working in back-office music clear- 
ance to his high-profile gig as station 


voice announcer for CD-101.9 FM, 
Powell's tight-knit and especially 
generous network of industry 
contacts has been almost uniformly 
supportive of Inspirational Vybes. 

"Since BCAT is 'community 
television,' many record labels, 
especially gospel labels, see this as a 
promotional opportunity, so I'm 
not usually concerned with royalties. 
In the letters I send out requesting 
music and permission, I request 
'gratis' permission, meaning no fee, 
and the labels have been hugely 
cooperative in that." 

Gospel is, to be sure, just one of 
perhaps a dozen different music 
styles that Powell offers. From 
hip-hop, R&B and new and classic 
reggae to mainstream and alterna- 
tive forms of pop and jazz, his 
criteria begins and ends at number 
one: "As long as there's a message in 
the music, an inspiration in it, they 
get aired on the show." So, he goes 
on, "If Norah Jones comes out with 
something new, I play it," and that 
pledge also goes for a dizzying array 
of artists-from DMX, Lenny 
Kravitz, Jill Scott, Stillness of Heart, 
Andre Crouch, the Christian rock 
band Switchfoot and the positive- 
spirited hip-hop duo Grits to Kelly 
Clarkson, Nah-Z, Sade, and even, 
now and then, Celine Dion. 

As sole producer and editor of 
Inspirational Vybes, Powell has to 
stay on a tight schedule, but he is 
fortunate that sometimes the label- 
permission process actually works in 
his favor. "I send my biweekly 



and host of Inspirational 
Vybes on BCAT. 

playlist to the labels-Columbia, 
Epic, Motown, and so forth-but 
sometimes a label has a new artist 
that's right, inspirationally speaking, 
for the show, so they send videos to 
me." With Inspirational Vybes now 
in its fifth year of cablecasting week- 
ly, Powell finds such industry cross- 
pollination keeps his energy high. 

"It takes perseverance to produce 
anything when you work 9-to-5," 
concludes Powell, who during the 
week works as Wall Street adminis- 
trator. "My TV experience has been 
successful as a result of the editing 
classes at BCAT; I think that's why I 
produce my show myself-you really 
learn how to become self-sufficient, 
hands-on. Even computer problems 
are a blessing because it's just one 
more roadblock to find your way 
around. See, when you're produc- 
ing, you say, 'This is crazy' and 
'How the heck am I going to do 
this?' What keeps me going is feed- 
back. When somebody says, 'Wow, I 
escape for a half-hour when you're 
on the air,' I know this is what I'm 
meant to do, because I know the 
power of inspirational music has the 
power to change the world." 


Inspirational Vybes can be 
seen Sundays at 9:30pm on 
Time Warner Cable chan- 
nel 35 and Cablevision 
channel 68 and online at 
www. beat, tv! beat. 
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‘Next Wave’ hits BAM with dance , theater , music, film & more 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO Brooklyn Editor 

T he Brooklyn Academy of Music raises 
the curtain on its “2005 Next Wave Fes- 
tival” on Oct. 4, with a play by the 
Handspring and Sogolon puppet companies, 
“Tall Horse,” at the BAM Harvey Theater 
and Philip Glass’ composition “Orion” at the 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House. 

BAM Executive Producer Joseph Melillo 
says the two productions exemplify what the 
2005 Next Wave Festival is all about — col- 
laboration. 

‘“Tall Horse’ is an intra-Africa collabora- 
tion with Handspring from Capetown, South 
Africa, and Sogolon Puppet Company, which 
is based in Mali. That’s a rarity and a distinc- 
tion,” said Melillo, about the play, which con- 
tinues Oct. 8-9. 

“It’s not puppetry solely; it’s theater that 
happens to use puppetry in the course of 
telling this true story of how the Pasha of 
Egypt gives King Charles X of France a gi- 
raffe,” said Melillo. 

Even the operation of the 16-foot giraffe is 
a collaborative effort, as two men on stilts 
work the puppet’s twitching ears and tail and 
swooping 6-foot-long neck. 

In “Orion,” created for the 2004 Summer 
Olympics, the Philip Glass Ensemble per- 
forms with “virtuosic musicians from the four 
comers of the world,” said Melillo, who at- 
tended the world premiere in Athens. 

“What it was teaching me is that artists of 
all cultures can communicate with each other, 
and I wanted New York City to have that par- 
ticular experience, because it’s thrilling to see 
what happens when all of the artists come to- 
gether,” said Melillo. 

“Orion,” conducted by Michael Riesman, 
will be performed again Oct. 6-8. 

More works by Glass will be performed in 
November. Former Brooklyn Philharmonic 
music director Dennis Russell Davies returns 
to BAM to conduct the world premiere of 
Glass’ Symphony No. 8 and Symphony 
No. 6 (“Plutonian Ode”), with text by Allen 
Ginsberg, on Nov. 2, Nov. 4 and Nov. 5 at the 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House. 

“Among conductors and American com- 
posers [Davies and Glass] have a very special 
relationship,” explained Melillo. “[Davies] has 



The tide is high: Highlights of the "2005 Next Wave Festival," (clockwise from top) 
are the U.S. premiere of La Compagnie du Hanneton's "Bright Abyss"; The Nation- 
al Ballet of China's adaptation of Zhang Yimou's film "Raise the Red Lantern" to 
dance; and French movie star Isabelle Huppert in "4.48 Psychose." 


conducted most of the premieres of Philip’s 
symphonic scores. That’s a very special col- 
laboration.” 

French movie star Isabelle Huppert (Jean- 
Luc Godard’s “Every Man for Himself’ and 
“Passion” and Claude Chabrol’s “Violette 
Noziere,” “The Story of Women” and 
“Madame Bovary”) stars in the late Sarah 
Kane’s last play, “Psychose 4:48,” directed 
by Claude Regy. Performed in French with 
English supertitles, Melillo promises that this 
collaboration between director and actor is a 
marked departure from The Royal Court The- 
atre’s production of “4:48 Psychosis,” which 
was performed at St. Ann’s Warehouse in 
DUMBO last October. 

“Psychose 4:48,” which will be performed 
Oct. 19-23 and Oct. 25-30 at the BAM Har- 
vey Theater, features the lone Huppert as the 
character experiencing psychological despair 
and collapse. 

“Isabelle is a monumental film star and 
what New York doesn’t know is that she is an 
equally monumental stage actress,” explained 
Melillo. “[At St. Ann’s], it was a group of ac- 
tors who interpreted the text. Here you have 
one actress, so I think you feel closer to Sarah 
Kane the person. With Isabelle interpreting the 
work, there’s a different kind of intensity.” 

Film buffs and balletomanes alike will be 
intrigued by the collaboration between the Na- 


tional Ballet of China and filmmaker Zhang 
Yimou for an adaptation of Yimou’s movie, 
“Raise the Red Lantern,” for a ballet. Di- 
rected by Yimou (“Hero,” “House of Flying 
Daggers,” “Ju Dou”), this lavish production, 
which includes dancers bursting through paper 
screens in each performance, will hit the stage 
of the BAM Howard Gilman Opera House 
Oct. 11-15. 

Choreographer Wally Cardona, of Windsor 
Terrace, created his dance “Everywhere” in 
collaboration with Joanna Kotze, Kathryn 
Sanders and Matthew Winheld. “Everywhere” 
will be performed Dec. 13 and Dec. 15-17 at 
the BAM Harvey Theater against music com- 
posed by Phil Kline — which will play from 
100 boom boxes on the stage and by the live 
string quartet Ethel. 

Additional productions in the “Next Wave 
Festival” include: Michael Thalheimer’s 
abridged version of Gotthold Ephraim Less- 
ing’s play “Emilia Galotti” at the BAM Har- 
vey Theater Oct. 12-15; Brazilian techno-sam- 
ba-pop diva Daniela Mercury performing 
songs from her Latin Grammy-nominated CD 
“Camaval Eletronico” at the BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House on Oct. 22; “Lecuona” 
and “Onqoto,” performed by contemporary 
dance troupe Grupo Corpo at the BAM 
Howard Gilman Opera House Oct. 25 and Oct. 
27-29; Propeller’s all-male production of 


THEATER 


The Brooklyn Academy of Music's "2005 
Next Wave Festival" runs Oct. 4-Dec. 17 in 
several theaters. Single tickets are on sale 
now. For more information about the festival, 
which also includes film series at BAM Rose 
Cinemas, live music at the BAMcafe and art 
on display throughout BAM, visit the Web site 
at www.bam.org. To order tickets, call (718) 
636-4100. 


William Shakespeare’s play “The Winter's 
Tale,” directed by Edward Hall at the BAM 
Harvey Theater Nov. 2-6; “Les Noces” and 
“Petrushka” danced by the Italian troupe, 
CompagniaAterballettoNov. 8 and Nov. 10-12 
at the BAM Howard Gilman Opera House; 
James Thierree’s nouveau cirque show, “Bright 
Abyss,” performed by La Compagnie du Han- 
neton Nov. 9-13 at the BAM Harvey Theater; 
Batsheva Dance Company’s “Mamootot” at 
the Mark Morris Dance Center Nov. 15-20, 
Nov. 22-23 and Nov. 25-27; The Builders As- 
sociation and dbox’s multi-media theatrical col- 
laboration, “Super Vision” Nov. 29-Dec. 3 at 
the BAM Harvey Theater; and choreographer 
Sasha Waltz’s “Impromptus,” which will be 
performed Dec. 6, Dec. 8-10 at the BAM 
Howard Gilman Opera House. 

At the “Next Wave” festival there are also 
opportunities to get behind-the-scenes glimpses 
of the productions with BAMdialogues with 
some of the artists and even a master class with 
Batsheva Dance Company on Nov. 19. 

Melillo says that “one of the great discover- 
ies of the ‘Next Wave’ festival” is the U.S. pre- 
miere of “Shelter." At the BAM Harvey The- 
ater from Nov. 16-19, this grand collaboration 
incorporates music composed by Michael Gor- 
don, David Lang and Julia Wolfe with Deborah 
Artman’s libretto. Bill Morrison’s film and 
Laurie Olinder’s projections, and performanc- 
es by trio mediaeval’s vocalists and contem- 
porary music ensemble musikFabrik. 

“Bill Morrison’s film footage is of a flood 
and Deborah Artman’s libretto is of man’s need 
for shelter,” said Melillo of the piece that had 
been in the making long before the New Or- 
leans tragedy. “It is so topical. It is the issue 
we’re all grappling with now, reading it in the 
newspapers and seeing it on television. It’s 
amazing that this is happening on our stage.” 


FESTIVAL 


Go hungry 



The focus of this year’s Atlantic Antic street festival 
— Sunday, Sept. 25, from 10 am to 6 pm — is food, 
so bring your appetite for the trek along Atlantic Av- 
enue between Flicks Street and Fourth Avenue. 

“The avenue currently hosts some of the city’s most 
promising new restaurants, making it a contender for 
top restaurant row in Brooklyn, yet it still retains many 
of the Arabic restaurants and shops that have become a 
staple for generations of New Yorkers,” said Ian Kel- 
ley, president of the Atlantic Avenue Local Develop- 
ment Corporation, which produces the event 

In addition to sampling the culinary diversity of 
Brooklyn Heights, Cobble Hill and Boemm Hill, 
fest-goers can enjoy live entertainment at five stages 
that will feature more than 30 acts. The Ponys (pic- 
tured) will take the Rock ‘n’ Soul Stage (organized 
by the Magnetic Field bar, between Henry and Hicks 
streets) at 3:30 pm, while other performers will ap- 
pear outside Pete’s Waterfront Ale House, where 
they’ll have a German-style beer garden (at Clinton 
Street), the American-Arabic Stage (at Court Street), 
the Last Exit Hoe Down Stage (at Clinton Street) 
and the Downtown Atlantic and Musician’s General 
Store stage (at Hoyt Street). 

There’s also lots for kids to enjoy, including pony 
rides from the Black Cowboys and carnival rides. 

The festival will be held rain or shine. For more in- 
formation, call (718) 875-8993 or visit the Web site 
www.atlanticave.org. — Lisa J. Curtis 


Sax you up 

Composer and sax player Marcus Strickland (pic- 
tured) will kick off the new “Brooklyn Jazz Series” 
at Water Street Restaurant & Lounge on Sept. 18. 

The program begins at noon, followed by perform- 
ances by Strickland’s quartet, the Rudresh Mahanthap- 
pa Quartet and Mark Turner 
Trio and culminates with a 
jam session at 5:45 pm 

Although admission 
is free for this concert, 
donations to the Red 
Cross (for the sur- 
vivors of Hurricane 
Katrina) are suggested. 

The “Brooklyn Jazz 
Series” continues on 
Wednesdays at 8 pm from 
Sept. 21 through Nov. 23 at Wa- 
ter Street Restaurant & Lounge (66 Water St. be- 
tween Dock and Main streets in DUMBO). 

For more information about the lineup of up- 
coming concerts, or to take part in the post-con- 
cert jam sessions at each Wednesday's perform- 
ance, call (718) 625-9352 or visit the Web site 
www.BrooklynJazzSeries.com. Admission to the 
concerts is $5 and up. — Lisa J. Curtis 



EVENT 


Sail away 

The Wildlife Conservation Society will host “Din- 
ner on the Sea,” a benefit for the New York Aquarium, 
on Thursday, Sept. 22. The dinner and silent auction 
raises funds for the Aquarium’s wildlife preservation 
research and education programs. 

The event will be held on the glass-top Bateaux 
New York, which sets sail from Chelsea Piers at 7 pm. 
Cocktails on the boat’s deck begin at 6 pm, and dinner 
immediately follows de- 
parture. 

In past years, this an- 
nual event has raised 
$175,000, which is also 
this year’s goal, accord- 
ing to Michelle Kahn, 
development officer of 
the Wildlife Conserva- 
tion Society. 

“Dinner on the Sea” also serves to honor the artist 
Wyland, who will receive the 2005 Conservation 
Award. The award honors the achievements of indi- 
viduals who work toward wildlife conservation. 
Wyland’s wall murals (a detail of his “Radiant Reef’ 
is pictured) depicting the underwater world have 
been painted on walls and bridges in eight countries, 
and his non-profit organization, the Wyland Founda- 
tion, supports aquatic education and conservation. 

Tickets to "Dinner on the Sea" range from $350 
to $10,000. The boat departs from pier 61, on the 
Hudson River at 23rd Street. For more information, 
call Kahn at (718) 220-5090. — Lee Cabot Walker 
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www.latraviatatogo.com • Delivery in Brooklyn Heights only 



Handmade Rugs 

by Johnny Robinson 

IN THE WINDOW THIS MONTH 



221 Q Court StfGGt (corner of Warren St.) 
■sar- lEi • Open: Tues-Sat 1 1-7; Sun 11-6 • (718) 330-0343 
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r ^ Dining Guido 




w#ranbma jfflotta’g 

" ITALIAN KITCHEN 


“Let us do the cooking * 

Food prepared by 
Grandma Rosemarie 

CORPORATE & PRIVATE CATERING 
OUR SPECIALTY 

8407 3rd Ave. • 718-836-2110 

LJ Mon-Th: ll-8:30pm; Fri-Sat: ll-9pm 
Local Delivery Only • SUBCD 



6820 8th Avenue 
(718) 748-5838 




C Restaurant S^^Bar 

Destination 

For a Great Evening! 

4th Ave. & 101st St. (Bay Ridge) 


0dr/ffr0££ 

yimir 



**** FAST FREE 3r dAvlnue 

Daily News ® ^minimum BROOKLYN 

» u.uu minimum he , B8th & Bayridge Ave . 

TEL 718.491.0662 • FAX 718.491.0848 • mmm 

Mon-Thurs:ll:30am-1 1:00pm; 

Fri & Sat:ll:30om-mid; Sun:12:30pm-ll :00pm J 


Vesuvio 

est. 1 953 

Restaurant & Pizzeria 

Corporate & Private catering 


Free Local Delivery • Valet Parking Fri & Sat 
Open 7 days 

7305 3rd Avenue • Bay Ridge • 71 8.745.0222 
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D*E*L*l»C»i*0*U*S 

Chinese Cuisine & Vegetarian Nutrition 

• Fast Free Delivery 162 Montague Street 

' Brooklyn Heights 

• Open 7 Days a week (7 i8) 522-5565/66 

• Party Orders Welcome 

Fri-Sat 11:30am - 11:00pm 

We Only Use Vegetable Oil Sunday 2:c 


Natural Cooking IJ-IJJ $ 

and Fresh Vegetables 


Brooklyn Heights 

is PIG’N OUT! 

20% OFF 

ENTIRE MENU 

Monday-Friday: 1 1 am to 4pm 

60 Henry St. 

(bet. Orange & Cranberry) Bklyn Hts 

(718) 522-5547 

fax (718) 522-4896 
Mon-Sat: 1 1 am- 1 1 pm; Sun: 1 1 am-9pm 

DUMBO, Brooklyn Heights and Metrotech^ 



FREE DELIVERY 


Seniors: 15% Discount I O 



‘Piffia & ‘Paata 


1-8 8602 3rd Avenue 
II (718)921-1900 

o O 

g uC i : - CORPORATE & PRIVATE CATERING AVAILABLE - Upto250 people 
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GIRLS VS. BOYS is a battle of the sexes via indie 
punk-pop-rock music. The battle is judged American 
Idol-style by a panel of music industry judges. 



$6 cover includes OPEN BAR 9-1 Opm & FREE ta 
every drink purchase! Trash Bar is located at 256 Grand St. 
b/w Driggs & Roebling in Williamsburg, www.thetrashbar.o 


Qt' _^L ^ 






2^0 Isa 


When jazz meets salsa the fiesta 
takes on a whole new groove! 

The Afro-Latin Jazz Orchestra celebrates 
Hispanic Heritage Month with sizzling guests 

Joe Lovano, Lew Soloff and the great Greg Osby. 


sponsored byTimeWarner 


for tickets 


Box Office 

Broadway at 60th Street 
(Ground Floor) 

Mon.-Sat. 10am-8:30pm 
Sun. llam-8:30pm 


j 


/ 



ages 6 and up. Adult classes also available. 




HELP SAVE Sacred Hearts 
and St. Stephen School! 



We invite you to enjoy yourselves at our fundraiser: 

New York Wines & Dines in Brooklyn 

WINE & FOOD 
TASTING 

Wednesday, Sept. 28, 7-10pm 

$50 advance ticket ($65 at the door) 


Sacred Hearts & St. Stephen School 

135 Summit Street (at Hicks) in Carroll Gardens 

tickets & information, call (800) 442-5959 
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BETTER GIFTS 
BETTER RATES 
BETTER HURRY! 


CHOOSE ONE OF THESE GREAT GIFTS FOR 
SUPER SPECIAL 10 YEAR CDs! 

6 . 00 %" 

^ (53) 

$8,500 r <sS \ 

52. Canon 7. IMP Digital Camera \ J 

53. Samsung 10” Portable DVD 


$ 10,000 

54. Sony MiniDV Camcorder 

55. Panasonic 27” TV/DVD/VCR H 


5 T- 


n 


$20,000 

56. Toshiba Notebook Computer (56) 

57. TaylorMade r7 Quad HT Driver 
& Rac OS Graphite Irons (4-sw) 


$25,000 

58. Panasonic 22” HD 16:9 
LCD TV w/DVD Recorder 

59. Sony 32” HD Ready TV, 
Stand, Home Theater 


$35,000 

60. Sony 42” LCD 
Projection TV 

6 1 . Panasonic 32” LCD TV 


$45,000 

62. Phillips 42” Plasma HDTV 

63. JVC 37” LCD TV 


. Jf 



SPECIAL 5 AND 7 OR 10 YEAR CDs 


Deposit Level 

5YRCD 7YRCD 10YRCD 

5 . 00 % 5 . 50 % 6 . 00 % 

Annual Percentage Yields* 


25. Sony DVD Player $ 4,500 $ 2,500 

26. Apple iPOD Shuffle 512MB $ 6,000 $ 3,000 

27. London Fog 4-Piece Luggage Set $ 7,000 $3,500 

28. Guess His & Hers Watches $ 7,000 $ 3,500 

29. DeLonghi Espresso/Cappuccino Maker $ 7,500 $3,750 

30. Sony DVD/VCR Combo $ 8,000 $4,000 

31. Toshiba 14” TV $ 8,000 $4,000 

32. Samsung 7” Portable DVD Player $1 1,000 $ 5,500 

33. Toshiba 14” TV/DVD $11,000 $5,500 

34. Panasonic DVD Recorder $12,000 $ 6,000 

35. HP Multi-Function Printer, Copy Fax $12,000 $6,000 

36. Sony PSP $14,000 $7,000 

37. Henckels Cuisine Knives $14,500 $7,250 

38. iPOD Mini $14,500 $7,250 

39. Toshiba 27” Hat TV $15,000 $ 7,500 

40. Samsung Digital Camcorder $15,000 $7,500 

41 Toshiba 20” TV/DVD/VCR $16,000 $ 8,000 

42. Sony 5.1 MP Digital Camera $17,000 $8,500 

43. TaylorMade r7 Quad HT Driver $22,000 $11 ,000 

44. Callaway Fusion FT-3 Driver $22,000 $11 ,000 

45. Toshiba 32” Hat TV $22,000 $11,000 

46. Nakamichi Sound Space 3CD System $22,000 $11 ,000 

47. Miele Vacuum Cleaner $27,000 $13,500 

48. Sharp 20” LCD EDTV $30,000 $15,000 

49. Calphalon 10-Piece Cookware Set $30,000 $15,000 

50. TaylorMade Rac OS Graphite Irons (4-sw) $42,000 $2 1 ,000 

51 . Callaway X-18 Irons w/Graphite Shaft (4-sw) $48,000 $24,000 


$ 1,600 
$ 2,200 
$ 2,500 
$ 2,500 
$ 2,600 
$ 3,000 
$ 3,000 
$ 3,700 
$ 3,700 
$ 4,200 
$ 4,200 
$ 4,900 
$ 5,000 
$ 5,000 
$ 5,300 
$ 5,300 
$ 5,600 
$ 5,900 
$ 7,500 
$ 7,500 
$ 7,500 
$ 7,500 
$ 8,700 
$10,400 
$10,400 
$14,600 
$15,000 


Gift Offer Available at these Ridgewood Branches: 


Cobble Hill 
244 Court Street 
718-923-0300 


Bensonhurst 

Astoria 

Dyker Heights 

7124 18 th Avenue 

43-14 Ditmars Blvd. 

7020 13th Avenue 

718-621-8480 

718-274-5400 

718-238-0060 


RIDGEMOOD 

SAVINGS BANK© 

New York’s Largest Mutual Savings Bank Member fdic 


*There is a substantial penalty for early CD withdrawals. CDs with terms of 5, 7 and 1 0 years that qualify for gifts will earn simple interest. The gift minimum must be maintained for the full term of the Certificate of Deposit or the value of the gift will be deducted from your 
account balance. The value of simple interest gifts will be considered as interest on your account for income tax purposes in the first year the account is opened. A 1099-INT statement for the gift amount (including tax and delivery costs) will be issued. Please allow up to 
eight weeks for delivery of gifts. Photos of gifts may not be exact model. All gifts while supplies last. Ridgewood Savings Bank reserves the right to make gift substitutions of comparable value and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or 
from the gift items. The warranty is the sole responsibility of the manufacturer. New deposits only No gifts for in-bank transfers. Offer valid until November 5, 2005. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. Rates in effect September 7, 2005 and are subject to 
notice. IRA accounts do not apply 
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Refined bebop 

Drapkin and Sibirskys ‘Songs About 
You pays homage to Parker, Monk 
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Congregation Beth Elohim 

GarfieldTen^le EnftNJTl 


Garfield Place at 8th Avenue 
(718) 768-3814 • congregationbethelohim.org 


CHECK US OUT 

Find out what makes us 
Brooklyn ’s largest and most 
welcoming Reform Congregation 

Sunday, Sept. 18 
lOam-lpm 

See the synagogue, gym and pool 
Meet our members and clergy 
Learn about the Early Childhood Center 
Learn about the 

After School Program and Religious School 
Find out about our social action and 
continuing education programs 


r 


A COURSE IN 


BASIC JUDAISM 


-\ 


5 SESSIONS 

Led by 

Richard Golden 

A lawyer practicing 
in New York for 
more than 30 years 

Thurs. Evenings 

7:00-9:00pm 

NO FEE 

No Pre-registration 

ALL ARE WELCOME, 
especially those who are 

do not believe in or 
question God’s existence 
or who are considering 


Thursday, November 3 

The Torah as a Design for Living 

Thursday, November 10 

Shabbos: A Day of Rest? 

Thursday, November 17 

The Holidays: An Appointment Calendar 

Thursday, December 1 

How the Talmud Thinks 

Thursday, December 2 

Walking through the Prayerbook 


* ”ff Congregation B'nai Avraham 

jjfij 117 Remsen Street (between Henry & Clinton Sts.) 
r|L Brooklyn Heights (71 8) 596-4840 xl 8 
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RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


Union 

Temple 

Park Slope's Friendliest Reform 
Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES: 

followed by Potluck Dinner 6:30 p.m. 

All other Friday evenings 8:1 5 p.m. 

Saturday mornings 10:30 a.m. 

17 Eastern Parkway 
at Grand Army Plaza 

638-7600 R44 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 

603 Stljohns Place 

638-6583 

Rabbi Elkanah Schwartz 

W34/37/52 


PARK SLOPE 
JEWISH CENTER 

Fri. nights 6:30 pm 

Adult Ed 0 Hebrew School 
Rabbi Carie Carter 

768-1453 R2831 




B"H 

1 Jewish If 

f SUNDAY 

FAMILY FAIR * 

A September 1 8th 

& Street Festival t 

[f 11am-2pm 


AT KIDDIE K0RNER - B'nai Avraham 


117 Remsen St., bet. Henry & Clinton 


1 Cost is $1 0 (2 adults w/ 1 child, $2 each extra child) 

Ik 

For info call 718-596-4840x10 

• Fun Jewish art projects 

or email ravraskin@aol.com 

• Make your own holiday Shofar 

www.bnaiavraham.com 

• See a real Mezuzah being made 

. Feel connected to fellow Jews & check out our 

| • Eat/Drink -Yummy kosher Cafe ^ great school, programs and friendly community! | 


RATNER... 

Continued from page 1 

both for and against Ratner’s plan. 

The only MTA board member to qutestion the deal at the hearing 
was Mitchell Pally, a Suffolk county appointee. 

Pally said he was baffled that the board didn’t insist on getting 
more money, or arrange a deal whereby Ratner had to pay the full 
price up front. His comment led to a heated exchange with MTA 
Chairman Peter Kalikow. 

“I’m not going to be subject to what an appraiser says. This is the 
deal on the table,” Kalikow shot back. 

Pally also questioned why the MTA was making its own transac- 
tion contingent upon the actions of other state authorities. 

“Why is the MTA making closing contingent on these other bod- 
ies?” asked Pally. “We don’t know when this sale will close. It could 
be two years, it could be five years, it could be 10 years,” he said, 
pointing out that the MTA faces incredible demands in their current 
capital budget. 

Kalikow argued that Forest City Ratner would be spending its 
own money on a public railway that would be made state-of-the-art. 

To that, Pally noted, “The MTA, alone, would never have built 
any modifications to the Atlantic Yards,” and said he’d looked at the 
20-year projected needs assessment for the agency, which men- 
tioned nothing about upgrading the Long Island Rail Road yards at 
Atlantic Avenue. 

"[The rail yard] works fine the way it is. Forest City Ratner mon- 
ey is not being used to substitute for projects the LIRR wants to do,” 
Pally said. “We’re now going to spend money on projects we don’t 
want to do, never wanted to do and don’t need? It makes no sense.” 

After the vote, Borough President Marty Markowitz issued a 
written statement in which he predicted that Atlantic Yards "will be 
something that everyone, even those who may now oppose it, ulti- 
mately will see the great benefit of.” 

Opponents saw the MTA’s decision as a commitment to cronyism 
over improved transit services, and criticized the board for accepting 
what was decried as a “low-ball bid.” 

“The MTA and Ratner have treated taxpayers with disdain and 
have ignored the desires of the community,’ said Daniel Goldstein, 
a spokesman for Develop-Don’t Destroy Brooklyn, which opposes 
the Ratner project and its dependence on the potential use of emi- 
nent domain seizures of private property. 

“We know Ratner stands to make a huge profit on this project, 
something on the order of $1 billion, yet he is determined to rip off 
the straphangers of by nickel-and-diming them,” he said. 

At a July hearing, after Forest City Ratner made a $50 million bid 
that was trumped by a $150 million bid by Extell Development 
Company. Ratner doubled his price during exclusive negotiations 
with the MTA that did not allow participation by Extell. 

In a statement Wednesday, Extell spokesman Bob Liff said, “Ex- 
tell is disappointed that the MTA took the lower bid for the Vander- 
bilt Yards. Our bid still stands, and we hope the community is given 
an opportunity to fully participate in the process.” 

Forest City Ratner officials did not return repeated calls for com- 

Bertha Lewis, executive director of the Alliance of Community 
Organizations for Reform Now (ACORN), which is involved in the 
affordable housing component in the Ratner plan, celebrated the 
MTA decision. “It’s a win,” she said. “I love it.” 

“[Pally] certainly put some thought into it and I think it’s great he 
did,” Lewis said. “But in the end, I’m very happy the board made 
the decision it did.” 

A study released by the city’s Independent Budget Office last 
week determined the development plan for the arena to bring $1 
million a year in revenues over 30 years. 





Explore Arts in the Park 

Live Music , Dance , Interactive Exhibits and more , from all five Boroughs 


Saturday and Sunday - September 24 & 25 

FREE 

1 1 :00am - 5:30pm RAIN OR SHINE - Battery Park (State Street and Battery Place) 

Merrill Lynch "Kids Run the World" Dash - Sunday 3pm Register at www.nycvisit.com/culturefest 


Participants: 

All Stars Project, Inc. • Alliance for Downtown New York, Inc. • Alliance of Resident Theatres/New York (A.R.T/New York) • Alvh Ailey American Dance Theater • American Folk Art Museum • American 

Wildlife Conservation Society • Brooklyn Academy of Music • Brooklyn Botanic Garden • Brooklyn Children's Museum • The Brooklyn Museum • Caribbean Cultural Center • Carnegie Hall • 
Central Park Zoo • The Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center • Chelsea Art Museum • Children's Museum of the Arts • Council on the Arts & Humanities for Staten Island • Cooper-Hewitt, National 
Design Museum • The Dahesh Museum of Art • Dance Theater Workshop • Dance Theatre of Harlem, Inc. • Eldridge Street Project • FDNY Fire Zone • Fisher Landau Center for Art • Flushing Council 
on Culture and the Arts at Flushing Town Hall • Fraunces Tavern® Museum • The Frick Collection • The Hispanic Society of America • Historic Richmond Town • Instituto Cervantes • Intrepid Sea, Air 
& Space Museum • Irish Arts Center • Japan Society • Jazz at Lincoln Center • Jennifer Muller/The Works • The Jewish Museum • The Joyce Theater • Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts • The 
Little Orchestra Society • Louis Armstrong House Museum • Lower East Side Tenement Museum • Lower Manhattan Cultural Council »The Metropolitan Museum of Art • Metropolitan Opera • Mount 
Vernon Hotel Museum & Garden • Museum of American Financial History • Museum of Arts & Design • Museum of Chinese in the Americas (MoCA) • Museum of the City of New York • Museum of 
Comic and Cartoon Art (MoCCA) • Museum of Jewish Heritage • The Museum of Modern Art • The Museum of Television & Radio • Musica Reginae Productions • National Academy Museum • National 
Museum of Catholic Art and History • National Museum of the American Indian • The National Parks of New York Harbor • The New Victory Theater • New York Aquarium • The New York Botanical 
Garden • New York City Ballet • New York City Opera • The New York City Police Museum • New York Hall of Science • New-York Histcrical Society • New York Jewish Music & Heritage Festival 

• New York Philharmonic • New York Pops • New York Transit Museum • The Noguchi Museum • openhousenewyork • P.S. 1 Contemporary Art Center • The Paper Bag Players • Prospect Park 

of Art • Scandinavia House • SculptureCenter • The Skyscraper Museum • Snug Harbor Cultural Center • Socrates Sculpture Park • South Street Seaport Museum • Staten Island Botanical Garden 

• Theatreworks/NYC • Thirteen/WNET • The Town Hall • The Ukrainian Museum • Wave Hill • Workshop Theater Company • Yeshiva University Museum - As of 9/8/05 


For more information, call (212) 484-5480 
or visit www.nycvisit.com 


^Merrill Lynch 
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CONEY... 


Continued from page 1 
cated to preserving Coney Is- 
land’s History, were among the 
speakers at the event. 

The $83.2 million facelift, 
which officials plan to complete 
by 2009, will include improved 
entertainment attractions, devel- 
opment of a multicultural com- 
munity center with job training 
and recreational facilities and an 
increase in the number of afford- 
able housing units on vacant 
city-owned property in the area. 

"Coney Island is an icon in 
New York City,” said the mayor. 

Some of the highlights of the 


blueprint for Coney Island’s fu- 
ture include: 

• The transformation of Still- 
well Avenue into Stillwell Mid- 
way, a grand public open space 
connecting existing amuse- 
ments with new development. 

• A redesigned Steeplechase 
Plaza incorporating new open 
space around the iconic Para- 
chute Jump between Keyspan 
Park and the boardwalk. 

•New entertainment uses 
and retail amenities east of 
Keyspan Park intended to sup- 
port the existing amusement at- 
tractions. 


• More year-round activity on 
Surf Avenue including the possi- 
ble addition of a hotel and spa. 

•Improving both Surf and 
Mermaid avenues. 

• Enhanced boardwalk activ- 
ity with added cultural activi- 
ties, changing facilities and 
connections to the beach and 
boardwalk, which will become 
Parachute Pavilion. 

• Better integration of the New 
York Aquarium with the adjacent 
amusement area. 

•Improvement of the area’s 
parking and transit infrastructure. 

The CDIC will be working 
out zoning strategies and guide- 
lines with the Department of 
City Planning, as part of the 
next step of the process. 


“For future generations of 
Brooklynites, the best days are 
yet to come,” said Markowitz, 
adding that as a boy, Coney Is- 
land was his playground. 

Among the crowd gathered 
on the boardwalk were several 
skeptical Coney Islanders, such 
as Luz Mejies and Cathy 
Phillips, who expressed fear 
that the new development 
might increase the rents and 
force out local residents and 
small businesses that are al- 
ready there. 

“I am concerned with where 
I live,” said Phillips. “How af- 
fordable will the rent be in the 
new affordable housing?” 

“The rents will rise,” said 
Mejies. “It’s happening already.” 


Health, 

Mind 
& Body 


METTECH... 


Continued from page 1 
blackout, when 911 call centers 
were often unreachable and 
overloaded, and a March 26, 
2004 incident when a Verizon 
technician accidentally misrout- 
ed connections in Downtown 
Brooklyn and 911 callers in 
Brooklyn, Queens and Staten 
Island were met with busy sig- 
nals for two hours. 

Sources at the mayor’s office 
said this week the project would 
move the dispatch and call-taking 
functions of the EMS, NYPD 
and FDNY, which are currently 
housed in each borough, to the 
new Metrotech facility. The 
move would increase the work- 
force of callers and dispatchers, 
who work in shifts, by 1,800 in 


Downtown Brooklyn. 

The entire system is com- 
prised of 60,000 people who 
work in the city’s public safety 
agencies. 

The emergency agencies cur- 
rently have separated dispatch 
centers that work on different 
computer systems and in differ- 
ent boroughs, but the new sys- 
tem, which must have “excel- 
lent radio and microwave 
transmission and reception” will 
be in strategic proximity to 11 
Metrotech. 

Currently, fire dispatchers 
have bases in all five boroughs, 
while EMS has only one, in 
Downtown Brooklyn. Inquiries 
to the NYPD were not returned 
by press time. 


According to an April 2004 
article in the New York Times, 
in order for emergency respon- 
ders themselves to communicate 
during an emergency across 
agencies, they must at times dial 
into the 911 system. 

Each year, the 911 system 
handles 12 million calls, the arti- 
cle reported. 

The plan is to consolidate 
eight call centers into one 

streamline the computer and call 
systems across agencies. 

The project is still so new, 
very few know about it. 

Even leaders from Communi- 
ty Board 2, in whose district the 
new, 410,000-square-foot call 
center would be placed, did not 
know about the plans, since the 
listing for the agency’s needs was 
categorized as “Any Borough,” 
instead of Brooklyn, in the City- 


wide Statement of Needs. 

The board has expressed con- 
cern about being overburdened 
by emergency response head- 
quarters, seen as potential terror 
targets, with six new facilities 
planned for the district — includ- 
ing a high-security research and 
bio-terrorism laboratory, the new 
OEM headquarters and new cen- 
tralized offices for the Depart- 
ment of Health and Mental Hy- 
giene — which is already home 
to the 9 1 1 call center and with the 
Brooklyn and Manhattan bridges. 

The city contends that the 
new development would be 
highly secured and protected 
from easy collapse in the event 
of a disaster, citing onsite backup 
power, additional facilities 
around the city that could be uti- 
lized for dispatch and call-taking 
in an emergency, and a soon-to- 
follow second PSAC location. 



HOLISTIC 


Bodywork 


Body Treatments for Well 
Being 

• Stress Relief • 

Bayridge 

(718) 748-2250 

Call for appointment W4 , 


Chinese Therapy 


Headaches? Low Energy? 
Back or Neck pain? 
Sports Injuries? Stressed Out? 

VISIT RUYI BODYWORK 

Acupuncture, Herbal Medicine, Acu- 

Open 7 days a week 718-643-6892 
Ruyi Bodywork 234 Court St. 


Feng Shui 


Certified 

Feng Shui Consultant 

5 yrs. exp. Choose from a wide vari- 

Cftl Martina: (646) 338-1767 or 
Email: 

martina@fengshuilightwork.com 


Holistic 


Feldenkrais Method 0 

Move Better = Feel Better 
Classes Tuesdays at 7:30PM 
www.RobertCowie.com 

(718) 633-5296 


Massage Therapy 


NYS Licensed 
Massage Specialist 

Affordable and reliable 

(718) 855-1115 w 


Personal Advice 


Have questions or problems that 
you can’t work out by yourself? 

• Help By Heller 

problem-solving, and dream interpre- 

Hellerhelp@aol.com 

347-581-5420 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


WOMEN IN TRANSITION 

new self image. Dealing with depres- 
couples, and family therapy. Reasonable 

Dr. B. Rapp 
718.638.7018 B46 


FEMINIST PSYCHOTHERAPY 

individuals/couples/children 

specializing in the reduction of stress, 
relationship crisis & school problems for 

DR. GEORGINE GORRA, D.S.W., LCSW 
Doctor of Social Work 
718-783-8247 Parking • Ins. Reimb. 


Quick, effective, long-lasting, 
affordable, gende 

SOLUTION-FOCUSED 
PSYCHOTHERAPY. 
Appropriate for everyone. 

Park Slope Office 

Steven Katz, LCSW 
917-922-4983 M32 



V Quality Dentistry 1| 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 



Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 



Emergency 

Service 


• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Roof Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings - Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Free Consultation 
4 Hr Phone Service 

msL®a 



789-5700 

Financing Available • Insurance Plans Welcomed 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 



MURRAY FRYD.DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St. & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 


(Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our New Modem Office) 

• Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

• Restorative (Dentures & Bridgework) 

• Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

• Root Canal • Gum Treatment 


All Union and Insurance 
Plans and Medicaid 
Welcome. Discounts for 
Senior Citizens 




All phases of 

General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work • Crowns 
Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 
Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 

Advanced sterilization 
and infection control. 


Jack Irwin, DD.S. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718/768-8372 

www.jackirwindds.com 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 
Most Insurance & Union Plans 
accepted as full or partial payment. 

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross, 
Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex, 
Mgmt. Bfts. Fund, United Concordia, Ameritas. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


Childcare Available II Parties 


schoolers. (718) 499-0684. E 


Creative Play Classes! 


Also offering Parenting Classes! 


Piano Lessons 

Piano Lessons can be fun! 
I'm great with kids and adults. 

IN FLATBUSH AREA 
Call Christiana 

71 8 - 693-0583 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


718-768-3804 W29 


GS(I(S(8) 


Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 

718 - 434-9697 9 
917 - 318-9092 


Children’s Party 

ENTERTAINMENT 


LOTS OF FUN!! 


(917) 328-631 0 B41 


Test Prep / Math Tutor 

Princeton Grad - exp. tutor. 
Prep for Regents (Math A, B); 
SHSAT - Sci Hi test; SAT (math, 
reading, writing). At my office 
in Park Slope or your home. 

Ed Antoine 

(718) 501-5111 
English Tutor 

Queens College M.A. NYC DOE 
References, Multicutural History/ 
Expertise, 7-12 grades, SAT pro- 
fessional. Every Student Deserves 
The Best. Ms. Palmer. 


i»#JS 

parent 

Brooklynite's tips 
on tending to baby 


Studic 


special 


ing SAT, LSAT, GRE, Specialized 
H.S. Test, COOP, Regents. All 
levels. Critical thinking and 
study skills taught. 

Dr. Liss. (718) 767-0233. 


ART FOR KiliDS 


41 


theartistrypr 


•After school programs •Birthday parties 
•Mommy and me ‘Weekend workshops 

www.theartistryproject.com 

718-858-0217 

1 85 Sackett street Free trial for new students, 

between Henry and Hicks See our website for details. 


Q: My husband and I have 
a 7-week-old son, our first 
child. He refuses to sleep any- 
where but in our arms. If we 
set him down after he falls 
asleep, he wakes up promptly 
and starts crying. We usually 
pick him up the minute he 
starts crying. Sometimes we 
try to tough it out, but he con- 
tinues to cry even after 15 
minutes. Can a baby this 
young be spoiled simply by 
being held so much? 

— Sleep-Deprived 

A: Focus on attaching to 
your baby and responding to 
his cries right away. 

Your baby is trying to com- 
municate something with his 
cries, but what? Maybe he’s 
only in a light sleep when you 
put him down, and needs a 
few more minutes to get into a 
deeper sleep. Are his hands 
and feet cold, or is he bundled 
too warmly? Is he hungry or 
over-stimulated? 

“Here’s an important prin- 
ciple: Newborns cannot be 
spoiled,” says Ina Bransome 
of Brooklyn, N. Y., a new par- 
ent mentor. “Newly bom hu- 
mans really do depend for 
their very survival on a close 
bodily connection with a will- 
ing caregiver.” 

As a certified postpartum 
doula, Bransome specializes 
in helping new parents in the 
first weeks of their baby’s life. 
Hold your baby upright and 


Parent-to-Parent 




Day 
School, 
Inc. 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


#11008 


□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment 
O Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 

□ Spacious Classrooms 
.jQiiEnriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) • (718) 230-5255 


By Betsy Flagler 


close to your body, she sug- 
gests, preferably facing out, 
for about 20 minutes after 
each feeding, at least during 
the daytime, giving time for 
baby to digest and for the par- 
ent to begin to discern his or 
her patterns. 

What keeps many babies 
snuggly and calm, says Deb 
Knight, a grandmother and 
nurse, is being wrapped in a 
light receiving blanket, with 
arms tucked in like a little pa- 

“Of course the baby is not 
spoiled, he’s just acting natu- 
rally,” says Joanna M. 
Pritchard, who describes her- 
self as a mother of two 
preschoolers who “obsessive- 
ly researched” all the options 
that shake parents’ confidence. 

“The baby has been held by 
his mother in the womb since 
he came into existence and he 
feels right being held. Buy a 
baby sling, and do what moth- 
ers have done for millennia — 
stay attached to your baby.” 

Pritchard, among several 
readers who say the healthiest, 
calmest babies are those who 
are held often, says her pre-baby 
research led her to the many 
books of noted pediatrician and 
attachment parenting expert 
William Sears, MD, whose Web 
site with his two doctor sons is 
www.askdrsears.com. 

Kathleen Balding, a moth- 
er., agrees: “I applaud the cou- 
ple who pick up their 7-week- 
old son the minute he starts 
crying.” 

Balding is among parents 
who offer a reminder that “ba- 
bies cry for a reason.” Maybe 


Park Slope's #1 
Children’s Hair Salon 



GINA formerly of Lulu’s is here! 

Birthday Parties • Gifts • Kidz Haircuts 

KIDZ GET IN THE ZONE! 

pia-y i® 10 * 01 

- Kidz Cut Zone *5 i 

447 6th Ave. bet. 9th & 10th Sts. 

““S?, 1 1 “m 0pm * • 369-4700 


SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST 

(Licensed & Certified) 

Thomas C. Daus, M.S., CCC 

Articulation Autism/PDD 

Accent Reduction Early Intervention 

Voice & Fluency Learning Disabilities 

Various Syndromes Myofunctional Therapy 

Corporate Speech Consulting Language Delays/Disorders 

*718-382-8277 * home visits provided 


Now in Park Slope! 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 


Superior Services for Adults & Children 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

'g d (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) ; J 

i n ' s (718) 622-8020 “ 


C-BflV 

M€BB€UJ SCHOOL 

117 Remsen Street Booklyn NY 11201 


Our school is a contemporary learning center that 
successfully caters to Jewish families from all walks of 
life. Our school welcomes every Jew, regardless of 
religious background or level of observance. It is for this 
reason that our school does not require any 
membership or prior affiliations as a condition for 
enrollment. 


Hebrew Lessons ■ Cultural Events 
Exciting Field Trips ■ Holiday Workshops 
Private Classes 

Individual Attention ■ LotsofTLC 
Experienced and Certified Teachers 

for info and to register call Esther @ 

718 - 288-4965 

classes meet 

Sundays 9 am -1130 am and 
Wednesdays for after school programs 


the baby has gas or gets star- 
tled awake when he goes from 
Mom or Dad's arms to his 
crib. Warm his bed with a hot 
water bottle, she suggests, be- 
fore placing the baby in it. 

A reader disagrees with the 
notion that babies cannot be 
spoiled and speaks for “cry-it- 
out” advocates: “Yes, even a 
baby that young can leam 
how to get Mom to pick him 
up. When my daughter was 
only three weeks old, she 
would cry uncontrollably 
when I put her down to sleep 
at night.” 

Her pediatrician told her to 
let her daughter cry until she 
went to sleep so she would 
leam that crying didn’t work 
as a strategy for getting picked 
up. “Even though that was 
many years ago, I still clearly 
remember how awfully hard it 
was to hear my baby cry and 
not pick her up. But after only 
two nights, we never had the 
problem again,” the Georgia 
mother says. 

Other ideas from parents 
and grandparents: 

•The baby may have acid 
reflux. The “biggest clue,” one 
mother recalls about her sons, 
was they awoke screaming as 
soon as she put them down. 

•Use the upright cozy posi- 
tion of the cushioned infant 
carrier or portable car seats to 
help baby feel secure, says a 
mother who had twins and a 
toddler under age 2. 

•Hold your child on your 
left shoulder, close to your 
heart, and pat his back to settle 
him down. 

A resource: “The No-Cry 
Sleep Solution: Gentle Ways 
to Help Your Baby Sleep 
Through the Night” by Eliza- 
beth Pantley (McGraw Hill, 
2002). 

Can you help? 

“My 32-month-old grand- 
son bullies his 16-month-old 
brother. For example, the oth- 
er day, the older one dumped 
a bucket of cold water on the 
younger one. I feel trapped in 
the middle because I want to 
help the little one but his par- 
ents have told me not to inter- 
fere.” — a grandmother 

If you have tips or a ques- 
tion, call our toll-free hotline 
any time at (800) 827-1092 or 
e-mail us at p2ptips@att.net. 


Now for the 
2005 Clonies 


T here is nothing like a 

Clonie Award — the annual 
end-of-season award presented 
by The Brooklyn Papers to a deserv- 
ing Cyclone or a personage associated 
with Brooklyn baseball. 

To most, a Clonie is better than a 
Oscar, Emmy, Tony, Grammy or even 
— dare I say it — an American Music 
Award. 

Why? Well, for 
one thing, there are 
no awards cere- 
monies filled with 
gushing winners. 

The season is over, 
so the winners are 
already home, 
where they can 
gush quietly and 
thank their relatives in person, without 
worry that the music will come up, 
drowning them out and forcing them 
off the stage. And to win a Clonie, one 
must actually do something well — 
and do it right the first time. There is no 
song dubbing, no re-takes of scenes, no 
magical recording devices and no spe- 
cial effects. And so, absent undue ado, 
the envelopes please: 

Statue of Liberty Upraised Throw- 
ing Arm Award: Catcher Drew Butera 
wins this one, because of talent, a dad who 
wore the tools of ignorance, and good 

Butera owes a debt to his dad, who, as 
Hall of Fame receiver Yogi Berra would 
say, “Learned him his experience.” The 
senior Butera, Sal, played nine years in the 
majors as a catcher for a variety of teams, 
and he stuck around because of his defense. 
Sal passed those lessons on to his son, who 
was a shortstop as a youth, but began wear- 
ing the catching gear when he was in his 

Drew’s genes also include relatives in 
Brooklyn, which can’t hurt. 

The stats? Drew Butera threw out 29 of 
62 attempted base stealers. 

The Jumbo Shrimp Oxymoron 
Award: Joe Holden is this year’s under 6- 
foot player who plays really big. 

Holden is 5-foot-ll, a rather average size 
for a civilian, but his play was anything but 
average. Projected as a backup outfielder 
when the year began, Holden soon earned a 
starting job in center field, and later in left. 

Nicknamed Wantagh Joe, for his Long 
Island hometown, Holden hit .291 and stole 
22 bases (third in the league), and improved 
his standing in the Mets organization. 

If we were so inclined, Holden could win 
another award as matinee idol of the year, 
based on an unscientific study that took note 
of the constant female screaming when he 
was at bat. He could win another award as 
best semi-local talent on Brooklyn. 

But one award is enough already for this 
talented, handsome, Long Island “shrimp.” 
The Joisy Guy Award: Hey, doesn’t 
Jersey shore guy Bruce Springsteen sing 
“Glory Days?” And Hoboken’s Frank Sina- 
tra did a haunting rendition of ‘There Used 
to be a Ballpark.” Jackie Robinson played 
his first minor league game in Jersey City, 
and Dodgers Don Newcombe and Ducky 
Medwick were both Jersey guys. 

So, in honor of Joisy guy Bobby Ojeda, 
the Cyclones’ pitching coach in 2001-2002, 
and Harold Eckert, an 11 -game winner for 
the inaugural Clones, we honor Joe D’A- 
lessandro, right-handed relief pitcher from 
Glassboro in South Jersey. Joe had a record 
of 1-2 with a 5.14 ERA and two saves. 

Honorable mention: Cyclones PA an- 
nouncer Dom Alagia, from the Jersey 


shore, for his now Brooklyn-correct pro- 
nunciation of Nostrand Avenue. 

The No relation to Mel Parnell 
Sleeper Award: Mel Parnell was a great 
Boston Red Sox left-hander who was 123- 
75 lifetime in 10 big-league seasons. 

Bobby Parnell, no relation, was a not-so- 
great college pitcher. The right-hander was 
1-6 with a 6.82 ERA as a sophomore at 
Charleston Southern University. As a junior 



there, his record was 3-5 with an ERA of 

8.86. 

But let’s give the Mets credit on this one. 
Parnell, who was an infielder in high 
school, was a late-bloomer and someone in 
the Mets scouting staff recognized that, be- 
cause Parnell was picked in the ninth round 
of the 2005 draft. 

Under the tutelage of Cyclones pitching 
coach Steve Merriman, Parnell had only a 
2-3 record this season, but his minuscule 
ERA of 1.73 led the league. Often Parnell 
would pitch great, but the Cyclones would 

Maybe next year we’ll give a Bobby 
Parnell Clonie Award to the player whose 
performance is the biggest surprise of the 
year, based on previous stats. 

The Man Who Came to Dinner 
Award: Robert Paulk came to the Cy- 
clones early in the season on injury rehab, 
and he was supposed to be in Brooklyn for 
only a few relief appearances. 

But as Paulk’s time on the injury rehab 
list kept getting extended, people kept say- 
ing goodbye to him, only to see him back 
the next week. 

Finally, in late August, it became appar- 
ent that the Mets were going to leave Paulk 
in Brooklyn for the season — but you nev- 
er know, and Cyclones fans were still con- 
stantly checking to see if Paulk was still 
around. 

Paulk, who pitched for the Cyclones in 
2003 and 2004, is a fan favorite for his en- 
gaging personality, and after a 4-0 record 
with an ERA of 0.95 this season, he’ll 
probably get that promotion he so desper- 
ately wants — and deserves. 

The Ageist Award: The only no-brain- 
er this year, the Ageist Award honors any 
player who clearly has no respect for octo- 
genarians and above. 

On June 29, 2005, at Keyspan Park, 
128-year-old Moonlight Graham (or a rea- 
sonable facsimile) came out of a cloud of 
smoke in center field to get his at-bat, after 
a hundred years of waiting on the bench. 

Pitching was this year’s award winner, 
Steve Merriman. 

Graham appeared somewhat rusty as a 
batter and Merriman, using fastballs, 
worked the count to 1-1 before catcher 
Drew Butera signaled for a brush-back 
pitch. Merriman, showing some compas- 
sion, refused to deck a centenarian-plus hit- 

Instead, Merriman promptly mowed 
down Graham with more fastballs, quickly 
striking him out. 

Merriman gets his Clonie for bearing 
down, striking out Graham, and showing 
that if you have a dream — as did Moon- 
light Graham — don’t wait a hundred years 
to get it done. 


Pre-K Spaces 
are Still Available! 

Open House Nursery School 

Nurturing Little People & Their Families for Over 30 Years 

• Universal Pre-K (4-5 year-olds) 5-day program options 
• Fully licensed & certified • Year-round flexible scheduling 
• Play, discovering, and learning for 2-5 year-olds 

2006-07 Enrollment: CALL starting Oct. 17th 
Afterschool Enrichment Program: Pre-K to 1st Grade (3:00 to 6:00 plus pick-up from PS 29 & 261) 
Yoga, Dance, French Class, Cooking & Sciencel 

OPEN HOUSE NURSERY SCHOOL 

318A Warren street (near Smith Street) • 718-625-5252 

www.openhousenurseryschool.com 


Brooklyn Children's 
Academy Pre-School 


6 months - 5 yr. olds 
2006 - 2007 School Year 
Call for Open House Dates 


Register Now For 
2005-2006 School Year 


Children of all Ethnic & 

Cultural Backgrounds Welcome 


"Providing quality preschool 
education and childcare" 


2 through 5 year olds 

Full and Part Time Programs 

Year Round Childcare 

Extended Hours for Working Parents 

Certified Teachers in Early Childhood Educal 


i 


4U 


at Clinton St. 
Brooklyn, New V 
| 718-403-9516 


Si's Baby 
Bombers 
march on 

By Ed Shakespeare 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

The major league Yank- 
ees are struggling for their 
playoff life while the minor 
league Yankees of Staten 
Island have already advanc- 
ed to the New York-Penn 
League’s Championship 

Kyle Anson sent a two-run 
blast over the wall in right at 
Staten Island for a walk-off 
homer to give the Yankees a 5- 
3 victory over the Williamsport 
Crosscutters in the final game 
of a best-of-three series Mon- 
day night 

The Staten Islanders were 
set to face the Auburn Dou- 
bledays, an affiliate of the 
Toronto Blue Jays, in the 
Championship Series begin- 
ning on Sept. 14 in Auburn. 

Game Two of the series 
was scheduled at Staten Island 
on Sept. 15, and the third 
game, if necessary, would 
have been on Staten Island on 
Sept. 16. 

The Richmond County 
Bank Ballpark at St. George, 
next to the Staten Island Ferry 
terminal. 

The Hagerstown Suns, the 
Mets’ farm team up the ladder 
from Brooklyn, advanced this 
week to the Championship Se- 
ries in the South Atlantic 
League, spliting the first two 
games of their best-of-five se- 
ries against the Kannapolis 
(North Carolina). 
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VJ^Z J^z ' J^z. ' V J^Z 
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U^EX^RMI^^RS 

vwf-MHi Residential • Commercial 
■BffjnH "Safest Methods Used" 

mm 71 8-832-0900 

A Service Company You Can Depend 
Licensed & Insured 

'J&jZ Kjfe VJ^g, K *j4z. V J^£. ''J&Z 

/Wz /i^ /Wz /r^ 


Antiques Bought 


ir\ mrniiiis 
K S\V^^mi0y 


Old Costume Jewelry 
One Piece Or The Entire Estate 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Anything Old 


AWARD WINNING LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 


Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 1 1 21 7 

TEL (71 8) 596-2379 

FAX (71 8) 596-2579 
EMAILfelix63@aol.com 


Bathrooms & Kitchens 


ONE DAY 
BATH SOLUTIONS 

Expert bathtub and tile 
reglazing, restores like new! 
OR 

Let us put a brand new tub 
and wall over your old. 

(800) 949-8827 


Triple "S" Decor 
& Installation Inc. 


(917) 324-1516 


SHOP AT HOME 


- Cabinet Fair - 


241 37th St. (across Costco 
(718) 369-1402 
www.cabinetfair.com 


Carpet Cleaning 


$74 ! 


Blowout Special 

95 for 

3 ROOMS 

H.V.A.C. and Carpets/ Cleaning Specials 

Available Weekends 
Quality First Carpet 
Cleaning & H.V.A.C., Inc. 

347-231-9271 B4 2 


KNOCKOQT 

Renovations 

Lots of References! 

QR Magazine's 
"Top 500 Contractors" 
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS, 
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, 
All Work Guaranteed 
Licensed by Consumer Affairs 
Lie#: 1065708 

(718) 745-0722 

www.knockoutrenovation.com 


Timeless Construction 
and Restoration, Inc. 

area ' dfcKtaT™ Br °° klyn 

Specializing in all phases 

OF INTERIOR RENOVATIONS 
Custom Kitchens • Custom Baths 
Custom Finish Carpentry 
Plastering • Painting 
Wallpapering 
All Phases of Tile Work 
Hardwood Flooring 
Finished Basements & Extensions 
We are licensed and insured and 
we guarantee all of our work 
LICENSE #HIC1099974 

718-979-0913 m2 


§■■1111 Architectural Design 
Interior Renovations 

Commercial 

Residential 

Custom Renovation 

Licensed & Bonded 
#0836623 
Fully Insured 

LEVEL ONE 

CONSTRUCTION CORP 

1 (917) 847-8307 


NM CONSTRUCTION 

• Plumbing • Electrical 

• Kitchens 8t Bathrooms 

• Tile • Painting 
FREE ESTIMATES / REASONABLE RATES 

Nissan (917) 951-8946 
Moshe (917) 239-7676 

BAUEN 

CONSTRUCTION 

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS 
KITCHENS • BATHS 
BASEMENTS • ADDITIONS 
CARPENTRY • PAINTING 
WINDOWS • SHEETROCK 
FULLY INSURED 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(718) 668-2063 

BUILDING OUR REPUTATION 


Contractors 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 
Carpentry • Sheetrock 
Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 


718-686-1100 


NORTHEASTERN 

CONTRACTING 

m Complete Alterations 

!■ J & Remodeling 

tl EXTERIOR & INTERIOR 

JS. 


Ask for George: 1-347-724-6540 

The Total Contractor 

painting, drywall, flooring, tiling. 


Total quality materials 
Total experience 

Total prompt, kept scheduling 
Total back-up - advice and 
guidance, great cleanup, help with 

Total Property Services, Inc. 

212-678-6122 

Dorothy 

Chris Mullins 
^ General Contracting 


718-276-8558 o 

Paris Fields 

Restoration & Preservation Expert 
Construction/Renovation, Carpentry, 
Interior/Exterior, Painting, Masonry Work, 
Roofing, Siding, Garden Planning/Designing 
Lie# 1030485 

(718) 783-4919/Cell (516)850-2694 

paris@parisfields.com W43 


DECKS 

by Bart vf- 


y /i 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr. 
www.decksbybart.com 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Roofing • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

71 8-871-1 504 W2905 
KBM Contracting 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


P f ,p ELECTRICAL 
LVL CONTRACTORS 

Licensed Electricians 
jH ^ = COMMERCIAL 
& RESIDENTIAL 

No Job Too Small 
Family Owned & Operated for over 35 years 

(718)966-4801 R38 


Call Nick (718) 331-3210 

First time customers get 25% oft with 


ALECTRA inc. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


ADIRONDACK 
FLOOR SANDING 

Expert Repairs & Installations 

Guaranteed Quality & Satisfaction 
10 Years Serving Brooklyn 

(917) 838-7549 
(718)645-0112 R37 


- Act floors - 


(718) 363-2593 Office 
(347) 291-3649 Cell 

FREE ESTIMATES W3 


D&K 

FLOOR SERVICE, INC. 


Fully Guaranteed. 7 Days Service 

718-720-2555 


BILL’S FLOORS 

WOOD FLOOR SPECIALIST 
Refinishing 

Resurfacing • Installations 

718-238-9064 


30 Years Experience 
FREE ESTIMATES 


Gardening 


jefrey landscape 

* * Design & Bu(d r 

design a install 
unique outdoor living spaces 
to enhance your home 

718.237.9064 

www.jeffreylandscape.com 


E & S Heating 
and Air Conditioning 


Professional Quality at half thf 


Home Improvement 


S&D 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 


& Insured #11H7276. 

718-998-1110 


lea 


a, 


"DECORATOR FOR A DAY" 

Will uniquely transform your 
living space 


W33-47 

1 Locksmith 

Floor Maintenance| 

Home and Office 


Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


mmm m 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


State 2 State 

Moving & Storage 

TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF OUR LOWEST 
SUMMER RATE! 

FL, NC, SC.VA, GA.TX, 
CA, AZ, MA, VT, AL, LA 


1 (866) 491-4191 


dig 

f design & maintenance 


T (646) 489-5121 
1(917) 922-6449 

f www.gardendig.com 


■ Prepare your Garden 
k for Next Season! 

Garden Service 
Annuals - Perennials, Herbs 
Fall Maintenance - Cleanup 
Brownstone Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


Full Classifieds 
Online 

iT^oklyn 
papers. com 




We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

Packing materials • Fully insured 
Prompt • Cordial 

TOP HAT MOVERS 


Coolie Moving 
& Storage Inc. 


^SU p R^ 

MOVING 

(71 8) 339-1 339 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 


718-763-1435 


Movers (Licensed) 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available, 
carry building insurance. All furniture 

supplies, van service. Serving Bklyn 
for over 10 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 

Howard Beach, NY 11414 



S LJ/VSH/rJE 
PAIFJTIFJG 
CO. 

NYS Registered 1974 
LIC# 0933304 
lnt./Ext. • Comm./Resid. 

MASTER @ PLASTER 
DRYWALL • SKIM COAT 
sunshinepaintingny.com 

Call Anton 

toll free 866-748-6990 

B.B.6. + Rating! Lowest Prices! 


FRED BECKER 

Painting*Plastering' 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
Call for free estimate 

(718) 853-0750 


Interiors 


Painting • Decorative Surfaces 
Plastering • Paper Hanging 

FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 

718.522.3534 


CprofessionaC 
-L dinting 

Restore old surfaces. 
Benjamin Moore Paints used. 
Taping, plastering, wallpaper removal. 
Free Estimates 

Call 718-720-0565 


[TCPl Finishing Touch 

PAINTING 

OWNER OPERATED 

"Top Quality Work, Dependable 


Call (718) 332-7041 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING 


Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


718-439-7309 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 


domes and vaulted ceilin; 

(718) 322-3436 
(917) 412-5593 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
■ ttl Plumbing Hffl 
TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 
745-7727 or 848-5654 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


3 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


ALL ABOUT 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

* Fully Licensed & Insured * 

* Complete Expert Plumbing, 

Heating & Drain Cleaning * 

* Boilers/Water Heaters 
Repaired & Installed, Leaks 

Fixed, Bathrooms Remodeled * 

* Watermains & Sewers 
Repaired & Installed * 

* Reasonable Rates * 

* All Work Guaranteed * 

* 24/7 Emergency Service * 

(718) 273-1388 

UC#1971 


RENOVATIONS 

Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Basements 8c Attics 

& Extentions 

Days (646) 824-6998 
Eves (718) 493-3140 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 


718-646-4540 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL. 


DBL Roofing Systems 

Rubber, Slate, Shingles 
Skylights, Leaks 

All work Professionally Applied by Owner 

Call Russ 

Cell: (646) 236-1147 • (718) 312-2387 


ft ATTENTION 

} J* ■* HOMEOWNERS! 

L ^ k y R °° f? 

Need A Flat Roof? 
-A rfll. Don't Get Burned. 

Do It The SAFE "Cool" Way 

CRYSTAL ROOFING 

1-718-238-9433 

Mention this ad for $200 off 
any complete roofing job 
of a 1,000 sq.ft, or more 

Shingle Roofs Also Installed 
NYC DCA# 1133009 


Rubbish Removal 


O GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 

We Do All The Loading & Clean-Up 


Office, Home & Yard Clean-Ups 
Construction & Renovation Debris 
Single Items To Multiple Truckloads 


Demolition 

6, 10, & 15 yard containers 
Serving the Community 
[ember Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

6 7 - 7 8 2 2 4 



917-533-8306 


AAA PLUS SERVICES INC. 

- Spring Cleaning Special - 


8313 Ditmas Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11236 
718-451-0500 
Fax: 718-451-9763 
www.sheldorado. 



Cee Dee 

PROFESSIONAL 

CONTRACTORS 


Broken or Missing 
Baluster/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 

(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call: 718-893-4006 



Rubbish Removal 


1 0 Yard Containers 

$325 

5 yard dumpsters - $219 


Eagle Rubbish 


"A Company You Can Trust" 
Free Est. • Lie. & Insured • Great Refs 

Call (718) 871-0997 


DEE’S 

CLEAN UP SERVICE 

Garages • Rubbish Removal, etc. 
ALL BOROUGHS • 24/7 

(917) 863-5870 
(718)978-8607 B41 


Security Gates 


"I" Security Gates & Doors 


(718) 667-6363 


3C John 

Costelloe 

Plumbing and Tile Work. Toilets, 


John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Four Seasons 

TREE SERVICE 

718-207-0762 

Free Estimate! 

20 Years Experience 


111 Sunshine 

j ' Land & Tree, Inc. 

Tree Removal and Pruning 
Land clearing, stumps ground 
Licensed & Insured PIO 

718-627-1014/516-546-5447 


JC TREE SERVICE 

Tree Removal Pruning 
Stump Grinding Toppings 
Free Load of Wood Chips 
No Job Too Big or Too Small 
Senior Discount Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured 

718-896-2158 917-721-5356 

Ask for Juan 


Upholstery 



Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 
Save Energy! 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Woodworking 


Custom Cabinetry 

Designed, made & installed with care 

Estimates are Free / All Work Guaranteed 
Lie #1141417 • Insured 

Russell (718) 258-0976 


Recapture the original beauty of 
your fine architectural woodwork. We 
strip-restore-refinish doors, mantels, 

removers and finishes. Careful consid- 
erate workmanship since 1959. Call the 
Ark cflope Gripping Team 

@ 718 783-4112. 

www.RefmishNY.com 


iT^oklyn 

^ yapers 

HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

(718) 834-9350 
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ENCA CEMENTS 

Franco - Ramirez 

Vanessa Franco, 23, and Jonathan 
Ramirez, 32, plan to be married by Fa- 
ther McGillicuddy on June 23, 2006, 
at the Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Basilica in Sunset Park. 

The reception will be at the Riviera 
in Coney Island. 

The bride-to-be’s mother is Rosaura 
Nieto, of Sunset Park. Franco attended 
Bishop Ford High School (class of 
2000) and earned her degree in Public 
Affairs from Baruch College in 2004. 

She currently works as a medical 
secretary. 

The groom-to-be is the son of Irene 
and Jose Ramirez of Sunset Park. He 
grew up in Park Slope, attended John 
Jay High School (class of 1991) and 
St. John’s University, graduating in 
1996. He is employed as an investment 
banker in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
where the couple is currently living. 

How did you meet? 

The bride-to-be says: “At the 2000 
Halloween Parade in Manhattan. We 
ran into each other four times in the 
huge crowds before we exchanged tele- 
phone numbers. Neither one of us was 
in costume, either!” 

Who proposed, and how? 

The bride-to-be says: “Jonathan pro- 
posed to me in his car in January after I 
picked out the engagement ring.” 

Concerns about the wedding: 

The bride-to-be says: “The entire 
event is a concern! I will be planning a 
wedding in Brooklyn from North Car- 
olina. It will be hard flying back and 
forth to take care of things.” 



WEDDINGS 


Hafferty - Fischer 

Evelyn Hafferty, 28, and Joshua 
Ethan Fischer, 29, were married on 
May 5, 2005, at the Brooklyn 
Supreme Court, in an intimate ceremo- 
ny with their immediate family in at- 
tendance. Judge Gerald Held officiat- 
ed. The reception was held at Jolie 
restaurant in Boerum Hill. 

The bride is the daughter of John 
and Jean Hafferty of Rutland, Mass. 
Hafferty attended Wachusett Regional 
High School in Holden, Mass., class 
of 1995, and Syracuse University, 
graduating in 1999. She is currently 
self-employed as a design consultant 
and freelance writer. 

The groom is the son of Sharron 
Fischer Commack, N.Y., and the late 
Sam Fischer, of Brooklyn. Fischer 
grew up in Canarsie and attended Ed- 
ward R. Murrow High School, class of 
1994, then went on to SUNY Bing- 


hamton, graduating in 1998, and the 
University of Pennsylvania in 2005. 

He is pursuing a doctorate in medi- 

The couple currently resides in Bal- 
timore, Md. 

About the wedding: 

The bride says: “We were very for- 
tunate. The day we were married was 
absolutely gorgeous weather-wise and 
we couldn’t have asked for a more 
perfect day. We chose 05/05/05 be- 
cause we loved the date — doesn’t 
come around very often. And heck, be- 
ing Cinco de Mayo, we figured at least 
in the future we could always look for- 
ward to Mexican food, beer and festiv- 
ities on our anniversary — whether we 
remember it or not! 

“Josh and I were married by a judge 
at Brooklyn Supreme Court because 
we come from inter-religious back- 
grounds. 

“After the ceremony, we went to the 
Brooklyn Heights promenade for pho- 
tos by Adrienne Deppe. Twenty family 
members and intimate friends attended 
the ceremony. Afterwards, we dined at 
Jolie Restaurant. 

“Thanks to the lovely weather, we 
were able to eat out on the back deck at 
the restaurant. The wooden deck is sur- 
rounded by a warm orange painted 
fence, and flowers adorned the area in 
abundance. 

“We feasted on vegetable terrine, 
warm goat cheese salad, and vichys- 
soise as appetizers, and for the main 
course, grilled vegetables with celery 
root, hangar steak with frites, ‘ravioli 
de royan,’ and tilapia with ginger and 
scallion soy sauce. Dessert was exqui- 
site, with a choice between the flour- 
less chocolate cake and warm apple 



“[Owner] Benjamin Tretout was 
wonderful to work with, very accom- 
modating. The staff at the restaurant 
was incredible and made our experi- 
ence absolutely wonderful. 

“Honestly, I can’t say enough good 
things about our experience at Jolie. I 
really hope this restaurant continues to 
thrive. It’s a gem!” 

Where did you honeymoon? 

The bride says: “We went on a hon- 
eymoon in Vermont and stayed in a 
chalet at Okemo Mountain. We got to 
go hiking and do some sightseeing in 
the off-season.” 

Visit www.TheBrooklynBride.com to 
submit your wedding or engagement 
announcement. Announcements are 
run on a space available basis. Our next 
issue is Oct. 22. 


www.TheBrooklynBride.com 



(J Sponsored by VllCHAEL C. F] K A 


And the winners are.. 

Brown and Henning from Cobble Hill 


Talley Henning, 29, and Eric 
Brown, 37, are the August winners of 
The Brooklyn Bride cruise-a-month 
giveaway, sponsored by Michael C. 
Fina. The Cobble Hill couple plan to 
be married in a civil ceremony on May 
13, 2006, under a big Banyan tree on 
Isla Verde, in Puerto Rico. They expect 
100 guests to join them at the El San 
Juan Hotel. 

The bride-to-be is the daughter of 
Linda Bruce and the late E. J. Bruce, of 
Colorado Springs, Colo. She attended 
Palmer High School in Colorado 
Springs, class of 1994, and Western 
State College of Colorado, graduating 
magna cum laude in 1997 with a de- 
gree in English and Theater. She cur- 
rently works at the Columbia Universi- 


ty bookstore. 

The groom-to-be is the son of An- 
toinette and William Brown of Has- 
brouck Heights, N.J. He attended St. 
Joseph’s Regional High School in 
Montvale, class of 1986, and Pratt In- 
stitute. He graduated from Pratt in 
1992 with a degree in architecture and 
is currently employed as a graphic de- 

How did you meet? 

The groom-to-be says: “We actually 
met online at Salon.com. We had been 
e-mailing each other a lot, as friends. 
(We were both dating other people at 
that time.) But [we] decided to meet be- 
fore Talley left to spend a year in China, 
teaching English. While she was in Chi- 



na, we corresponded like crazy, 
over 500 pages! I went to visit 
her after she was gone about 
eight months and things devel- 
oped between us at that point. 
When she returned to the U.S., 
she moved in, and never left.” 

Who proposed, and how? 

The groom-to-be says: “I 
did. It was a few months after 
she came back. We had been at 
a New Year’s party in 2002, and 
when we came home, I pro- 
posed in the living room, on 
bended knee.” 

Concerns about the wedding? 

The bride-to-be says: “The 
main thing we are worried about 
is, will everyone come to Puerto 
Rico? With gas prices rising, 
plane fares will go up too. But 
all my other planning has been 
really easy.” 
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^EMPLOYMENT 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


K12 Learning Services 

Education EOE 

Kaplan Inc. is looking for after-school instructors for 
our K12 division. Learn our curriculum. Work in the 
NYC public schools. Change lives. Call 1-800- 
KAPTEST today! Special Ed and ELL instructors espe- 
cially needed. 


Real Estate 
Classes 

Become an Agent in 1 Week! 

NY Salesperson Course - Only $199 

Flexible Schedules • Small Class Sizes 
Pass or Retake for FREE • Job Referrals 
Exam Prep • Broker • Notary Public 
Continuing Education • Home Inspection* Appraisal 

ENROLL TODAY! 

Kings County 

° SCHOOL OF REALTY 

1502 Kings Highway, BROOKLYN 
www.KCRealEstateSchool.com 

718-338-2030 



Help Wanted II Help Wanted 


m 

Join the 
McDonalds 
Family! 

Management, Crew, Main- 
tenance, and Porter posi- 
tions available. Full and Part 
time. Come apply at one of 
our Brooklyn locations. 

430 86th St. 718-238-7999 

2240 Flatbush Ave. 71 8-377-1 1 51 
1 607 Kings Highway 71 8-339-9276 
2413 86th St. 718-372-9098 
8520 20th Ave. 718-449-7432 
5470 Kings Plaza Mall 718-252-5460 
7124 3rd Ave. 718-491-0223 
357 Hamilton Ave. 718-624-6688 


m 

McDonalds buscamos 
personas alegres y 
amigables para 
nuestra familia. 

Posiciones abiertas para: 
Gerentes, Empleados, Man- 
tenimiento. Aplique en una 
de estas localidades. 

1607 Kings Highway 718-382-5300 
430 en la calle 86 718-238-7999 

2240 avenidade flatbush 718-377-1151 
2413 en la calle 86 718-372-9098 

8520 avenida 20 718-449-7432 

7124 en la tercera avenida 718-491-0223 
357 avenida Hamilton 718-624-6688 
5407 centra comm. De plaza 718-252-5460 


Membership 
Sales Advisor 



Child Care Workers 



Legal Secretary 





16 Court Street, Suite 1800, Brooklyn, 


Spa Opportunities 

Upscale luxury spa in Bedford 
Stuyvesant has several positions 
available for experienced & NYS 
licensed nail techs, massage ther- 
apists and aesthetician. Call 
(347) 423-6116 to set up an 
interview. B44 


Beauty Salon 

FT/PT. Park Slope new hair 
salon. Manicure; waxing & 
facial; assistant stylist. Won’t 
mind training. Please call: 

(718) 399-1127 


Technical 

General Binding Corporation 
(GBC), a subsidiary of ACCO 
Brands, has been an industry 
leader providing binding and cus- 
tom presentation solutions to 
Corporate America for more than 

Field Service 
Technician 

We are seeking two talented indi- 
viduals to perform repairs and 
maintenance on GBC's electro- 
mechanical office products - one 
territory covers Manhattan, the 
other covers Westchester and 
Bergen Counties. GBC service 
technicians are issued all of the 
tools and training necessary to 
inspect, repair, and maintain 
mechanical and electrical compo- 
nents of GBC's binding and lami- 
nating equipment. Responsible for 
responding to customer requests 
for repair and performing sched- 
uled maintenance. 

Candidates should have at least 
two years training and/or work 
experience in the repair or instal- 
lation of electrical or mechanical 
equipment. Excellent customer 
service, communication, and time 
management skills are necessary 
for success in this position. A 
good driving record is also 
required. 

GBC offers an excellent pay and 
benefits package, including den- 
tal, medical, life insurance, vaca- 

consideration, send resume via 
fax: 847-291-5628, e-mail: kath- 
leen.neider@gbc.com or apply 
online at: www.accobrands.com 
under Commercial Products posi- 
tions. EOE F/F/D/V. 

B40 


Acct Exec/Sales 

Get 400 Active Accounts upon 
hire, $75K plus potential first 
year. Base plus bonus plus 
residual income for life. Mr. 
Green, 516-403-1096, Ext. 
102. B39 


Experienced 
Hair Dresser 

Wanted for new hair salon in 
Bensonhurst. Also chair for 
rent at great price. Call Ala. 

(917) 621-5411 


Maintenance Person 

For school facility. Perform gen- 
eral cleaning 8< porter duties. 
Applicant should be industrious 
8c flexible and have the ability to 
interact with a variety of people. 
Competitive salary & benefits. 
Fax resume 8c cover letter. 

(718) 768-741 4 m 


Career Counseling 


Hate your job? 

Or just stuck, not sure of the next 



Income Opportunities 


Do not send money unless you can 
verify the ligitimacy of the company; 
long distance rates may apply 

This is not a Gimmick or 
a get rich quick scheme. 

Obtain a free informational 
DVD by calling toll free: 

1-800-203-0729 

Ameriplanusa B37 


Situation Wanted 


Loving experienced nanny seek- 
ing full time live out position, 5-6 
days per week. Call Alicia (347) 
524-2336. 


UNREAL 

ESTATE 


AGENTS 


% 


OUTREACH 

REAL ESTATE, INC. 


outreachrealestate.com 
718-531-3995 w _ on . 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 

BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT 


Park Slope (9th St.) 

3 br renovated $1600 

Sunset Park 

1 br spacious $870 
3 br Ig duplex, 2.5 baths $2400 

Contact Hot Homes Realty 

@ (718) 788-5435 w38 


COMMERCIAL 

SPACE 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


7,500 SQ. FT. 
COMMERCIAL SPACE 
FOR RENT!!! 


Crown Heights 

600 square feet 

Call owner, ask for Ruth 

(718) 857-7547 


Retail Space For Rent 

5 minutes from Verazano Bridge & 
Home Point. 300 square feet. Former 
superette. Excellent for retail, laun- 
dry, grocery, deli 8c cooked foods. 
Also office space. 3,000 per month. 
RE taxes included. (718) 987-3969 
after 2pm. 


For Rent / Staten Island 


Stappleton, SI 

5 minutes from Verrazano Bridge. 
3,000 square feet. Excellent for retail 
ops/office space. $3,000 per month 
taxes included. Please call for more 

(718) 987-3969 after 2pm 


CO-OPS & 
CONDOS 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


Park Slope 

HIP ON 5TH AVI. Studio Co-op, 
Maint. $250 Web #2344 $199k. 

Windsor Terrace 

WHY RENT? Charming, Bright One 
Bedroom, Pet Friendly Coop, large 
dining foyer, HW floors, Windowed 
Renovated, Kitchen & Bath, 4 clos- 
ets, laundry, common garden. 

$4oT 6 Webid #2342 S .. a $37 y 2k. 3 

Contact Robert T. Frye 
for viewings: 917.586.7923 
Brooklyn Bridge Realty 
211 Court Street / 718-625-3700 
brooklynbridgerealty.com 


Clinton Hill 

430 Clinton Avenue. 1 BR condo, 
newly renovated. OPEN HOUSE: Sat 
& Sun, Aug 20 & 21, 2 to 4pm. 
Outreach Real Estate (718) 531- 
3995. W29 _ 04 





OUTREACH 

REAL ESTATE, INC. 


Ron Harris 


718-531-3995 


HOUSES 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


Bed Stuy/Crown Heights 

10 new constructions. 3 Family Brick 
Stucco, 3 over 3 Bedrooms, new 
Construction, new Floors, 2 baths, 
parquet floors. Asking $725,000. 

(646) 772-3713. B40 


New Construction 

3 family 4/4/3. Brick stucco 
front, parking. 1199 Rogers 
Ave. $800,000. 

(646)772-3713 B40 


For Sale / Staten Island 


Westerlehigh, SI 





Asking $690K. 

(718) 816-9287 


| Investment Property - N J | 


Bloomfield, NJ 

Opportunity Knocks! 12 unit bldg, new 
renovations, GREAT LOCATION, walk to 
train, 1.25 million. Call Vinny at: 

201-206-5855 BH35 


For Sale / New York 


Highland Mills/Monroe, NY 



(212) 289-7120 BH39 


Office Space Avail. 


Brooklyn Hts. 

Beautiful psychotherapy offices, full 
time/part time/hourly; Also separate 
400 sq.ft, professional suite in Medical 
Arts Building, Prime Brooklyn Heights. 

(718) 488-0748 
(917) 533-2053 W44 


For Sale / Atlanta, GA 


Hot Atlanta Properties 

Specializing in Investment properties 
and relocations. New construction and 
resale. Zero down payment. Close in 30- 
45 days. All areas. Call today for addi- 
tional information. Nancy. (770) 540- 
9406 . B46 


HOUSES FOR SALE 



For Sale / New Jersey 
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vain SERVICES & 
MERCHANDISE 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


Automotive 



Auto Services 


Magic Auto 
Sounds & Security 

Prof Installation Guaranteed 
Real Deal in Custom Works 
Nav Systems, Mobil TV, VCR, etc. 

2 LOCATIONS: 

(718) 296-8040 Ozone Park 
(718) 805-7508 Richmond Hill 


Cleaning Svc Avail 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move In Clean-Up 

"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 


1^1 i|i p r,.1 j rife 

G,ft 718-279-3334' afa ' e 


Computers 


IT SERVICES & 
MAINTENANCE 

in your home or office. Call Ben. 

17181438-1840 17181 755-5000 
(2121 695-6303 B 4i 



mm • 646-326-2676 

Visit us at www.dattaway.com 
House Calls • Pick Up • Drop Off 

TECH VET 

Virus Removal 
Special - $175 

Cleanup / Backup* 

‘original software required 

646-932-3744 

PC & MAC Specialist UFN 


>r Fast Computer relief, Call 

DOCTOR 

DATA 



718-998-DATA 


(3282) 

email: info@drdata.com 


Computers 


CYTEK SOLUTIONS 

PC REPAIR SERVICES 

Pop Up Blocking - Data Recovery 
Networking - Upgrades - Virus 
removal - DSL/Cable Install 
Microsoft Certified / A+ Certified 
cytekonline.com - 917-689-3807 


Instruction 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal ^ 

Call for free interview 

charlessibirsky.com 
Bands available 

718-768-3804^,3, 


Merchandise For Sale 


New pool tables for sale, 
$750-$1500 (well below whole- 
sale). Top quality 1" slate 
tables. Call (718) 492-8991. 


Merchandise Wanted 


L(.)(.)K! 

j—- OLD CLOCKS & 
WATCHES WANTED 

Jfe Highest prices paid 

H 212-517-8725 


(ML Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

IP LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

CALL NOW 718-638-5770 


Ride Share Wanted 


Daily ride needed - Bklyn to 
Hickville, M-F. will pay all gas 
and tolls. Call Vinny. (631) 873- 
8858. BH36 


Telecommunications 


ROUTER RUDA 

VOICE • VIDEO • DATA 

347-405-7692 

Phone Jacks 
Cable Wiring 
PC Networks 

www.routerruda.com w48 


Video Duplication 


SAVE YOUR OLD MOVIES! 

We transfer all formats: VHS, 
8MM, DVD, Super 8, and more. 
Call for prices. 

Video Place on Court 
105 Court Street 
(718) 797-0317 


Alarms 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


i Did you know that All Security 
^Locksmiths is locking up all ofr - " 
.Brooklyn? ^ 



Locks • Alarms • Gates 


EMERGENCY SERVICE 
ANY DAY, ANY TIME 


mm<m 


Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 



^ACCOUNTANTS 

\& TAX SERVICES 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 

• tax planning and preparation 

• accounting, auditing 

• co-op and condo management 

Park Slope Office 

718-788-3913 R36 


Bookkeeping 
Payroll 
Income Taxes 
Document Preparation 

Bensonhurst Office 

A. DiMartino, Accountant 

(718)372-4730 W51 


ATTORNEYS 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


Are you 

By your debt? Have you considered 


OVERWHELMED 


BANKRUPTCY? 


FREE CONSULTATION 

Call Richard S. Feinsilver Esq. 

1-800-479-6330 

111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn • www.feinlawyer.ct 


All Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $495* 

FREE CONSULTATION 

800 540-0822 

OVER 10,000 CASES FILED 

ALSO CHAPTER 13, 11, Divorce, Accidents, Slip & Falls 

STEINBERG, FINEO, BERGER & FISCHOFF, P.C. 
Ill Livingston Street, Suite 1110 
Brooklyn, New York 11201 

Also Queens, Nassau & Suffolk Offices 

* from, plus filing fee 


Lewis & Hand 

Attorneys at Law 

45 Main Street, Suite 818 
DUMBO • 718.243.9323 



Law Office of 

GILDA M. BAILEY 



Primary areas of practice include 
Real Estate, Landlord Tenant, Elderlaw, 
Estate Planning & Criminal Defense 


FREE CONSULTATION BY APPOINTMENT 

Gilda Bailey 
& Anthony Bailey 
(former Assistant District Attorney) 

26 Court St., Suite 904, B'klyn, NY 11242 

(718) 237-6501 BH46 



DIVORCE 

Act fast & protect yourself! 
Be the first to file 
- Middle income prices - 

Peter J. Mollo, Esq. 

266 Smith Street, Bklyn 

718-858-3401 

PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 
Automobile - Construction - Products 
General Negligence 

800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 


Free ban 
consultat 

with 

Richard A. Klass, Esq. 

3 


it you neea a new start,* 
call Richard Klass today.B 

18) COURT-STI 

(718)268-78781 

Richard A. Klass, Esq,| 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


^TRAVEL/ 

VACATIONS 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


In Lee, Massachusetts 
A Quintessential 
New England Town 

Applegate is an elegant yet comfort- 
Berkshires. 

Applegate Bed and Breakfast 

(800) 691-9012 

www.Applegatelnn. com 


CRYSTAL BROOK 
RESORT 

- Mountain Brauhaus 

“ Recommended by Frommer’s Travel Guide” 

1800-999 7376 

www.ciystalbrook.com 
P.0. Box 189 Round Top, NY 12473-0018 
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Setting your sites 


Brooklyn's alternative wedding 
venues make for an event your 
guests will actually remember 


By Erin Marie Daly 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

S ometimes it’s hard to be unique 
— especially when planning 
your wedding. If the thought of 
hosting your big event in a catering hall 
like everybody else makes you cringe, 
consider Brooklyn’s bevy of off-the- 
beaten path venues that, with a little 
imagination, are wedding sites waiting 
to happen. 

For hopeless romantics, the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden provides the ultimate 
dreamy setting for a picturesque wedding 
amidst flowers, the faint buzzing of ci- 
cadas and — yes, in Brooklyn — butter- 
flies. Spanning 52 acres in the heart of the 
borough, the Botanic Garden offers three 
spaces for weddings, each uniquely beau- 
tiful in its own way. And there’s a karmic 
perk: the Botanic 
Garden is a non- 
profit cultural insti- 
tution, so all the 
money poured into 
your special event 
will benefit not only 
you and your 
guests, but a worthy 

Appreciate the 
Old World charm 
and recall the ele- 
gant simplicity of 
the Italianate Os- 
borne Garden, the 
largest of the three 
sites, and the most 
formal. The sprawl- 
ing 30,000-square- 
foot expanse of 
lawn provides am- 
ple room for larger parties, headed by a 
gray stone fountain and lined by cone- 
shaped evergreens. This garden’s singular 
beauty ties in the subtlety of its varying 
shades of green, carefully perfected by 
horticulturists and maintained throughout 
the seasons. 

In the springtime, azaleas and rhodo- 
dendrons add brilliant reds to the color 
scheme, while purple wisteria hangs from 
the stone columns bordering the lawn. 

And it’s not just for weddings — lovers 
should consider the Osborne Garden’s 
“whispering benches” for proposals. 

Those with a penchant for tranquility 
will find the perfect wedding venue in the 
Japanese Hill-and-Pond Garden, a quiet 
enclosure designed to mirror nature. A 
serene pond is surrounded by winding 
walkways and stepping stones, while a 
wooden tea house overlooks the water. 
Squat, pruned shrubbery lines the path to 
a hill bordering the pond, where a mini 
amphitheater provides the ideal setting 
for an intimate ceremony with breathtak- 
ing views. 

Spring brings pink cherry blossoms; by 
autumn, those blossoms give way to 
auburn leaves. (In fact, it’s recommended 
that those planning spring and summer 
weddings book well in advance.) 

For an old-fashioned, romantic wed- 
ding, the Cranford Rose Garden provides 
5,000 fragrant, elegant rosebushes and a 
raised, white, latticed pavilion. 

“The best month for weddings in this 
garden is June,” Sofiya Cabalquinto, pub- 
lic affairs coordinator for the Brooklyn 


Botanic Garden, told GO Brooklyn. “The 
roses are spectacular then, and the garden 
looks like it was made for hosting a wed- 
ding.” The blooms line a rectangular space 
perfect for guests to lazily stroll, surround- 
ed by colors and scents, and the gazebo- 
style pavilion, washed in sunshine and 
laced by climbing rose vines, provides a 
charming ceremony space. 

The Brooklyn Botanic Garden’s Palm 
House, a sprawling Victorian-style conser- 
vatory with ceiling-to-floor windows, of- 
fers catered receptions (up to 400 people 
for cocktail receptions and up to 300 
people for dinner and dancing) through 
its in-house catering company, Charles, 
Sally & Charles. 

Daytime catering fees for Charles, 
Sally & Charles range from $110-$120 
per person; evening catering fees range 
from $140-$ 160 per person (excluding 
tax and gratuity). 

Daytime loca- 
tion fees for any 
in the Palm 
House are $2,000, 
Monday-Friday, 
and $2,500 on 
weekends and holi- 
days. Evening loca- 
tion fees are $3,000 
Monday-Friday 
and $4,000 week- 
ends and holidays. 
The rental fee for 
the gardens is $350 
for up to 50 people; 
$5 for each addi- 
tional person, with 
a 60-person limit. 

Additional fees: 
photography fee 
(includes security 
guard) of $250 for up to 20 people; $5 ad- 
ditional fee per person with no limit; no 
charge for children under 16. 

Play ball! 

If all this romance is too much for 
you, there are plenty of wedding venues 
on the lighter side — this is Brooklyn, 
after all. Do you and your beloved love 
baseball? How about getting hitched at 
the home of the Brooklyn Cyclones? 
Opened in 2001, Keyspan Park offers the 
perfect mixture of kitsch and cute for 
two sports fans in love, and this Coney 
Island stadium can accommodate parties 
large and small. 

Hardcore fans can rent the Party Deck 
during the season (mid-June through mid- 
September), with panoramic views of the 
Atlantic Ocean and the Manhattan skyline 
in the distance, and Astroland Amusement 
Park looming over left field and the 
boardwalk to the right. The space includes 
picnic tables and two rows of balcony 
seating, and there’s plenty of room to 
mix and mingle. 

Or opt for the Luxury Suites, where 
guests can kick back in a climate-con- 
trolled lounge or enjoy two rows of out- 
door balcony seating. For bigger crowds, 
the entire facility can be rented — on 
non-game days — complete with tents 
set up on the field. Events can also be 
held in the Brooklyn Baseball Gallery, 
the park’s museum dedicated to the his- 
tory of baseball in Brooklyn, surrounded 
by memorabilia and exhibits. 

“We can easily accommodate parties 


BAM, 30 Lafayette Ave. at St. Fe- 
lix Street in Fort Greene. For more in- 
formation, contact the rentals office 
at (718) 636-4198 or e-mail rentals® 
bam.org or visit www.bam.org. 

Brooklyn Botanic Garden, 1000 
Washington Ave. at Montgomery Street 
in Prospect Heights. For wedding cere- 
monies only (not full-catered affairs), 
—---he Registration Office at (718) 
rnmrnm:; packages, 


Keyspan Park, 1904 Surf Ave. at 
st 19th Street in Coney Island. For 
information, contact Liz Lombardi 


West 

at (718) 449-8497' 



(Top) The Brooklyn Botanic Garden has several areas that make breathtaking 
backdrops for ceremonies, including the Japanese Hill-and-Pond Garden. 
(Above) The Brooklyn Academy of Music, and its in-house caterer Great 
Performances, will treat your wedding like one of their productions. 


of up to 500,” said Steve Cohen, 
Keyspan Park manager and Cyclones 
general manager. Just make sure your 
guests bring sunscreen and windbreak- 
ers; the stadium gets its fair share of sun- 
shine and ocean breezes. 

The Party Deck holds up to 100 people 
and costs $2,500 per night, which includes 
100 tickets, group recognition on the ball- 
park’s video scoreboard, a variety of spe- 
cialized menus provided by Aramark 
(food and beverage costs not included in 
rental fee), and waiter service. The Luxury 
Suites cost $1,000-$ 1,500 per night and 
include 18 tickets, group scoreboard 
recognition, a variety of specialized menus 
(food and beverage costs not included in 
rental fee) and waiter service. 

Events held in the Brooklyn Baseball 
Gallery are $250 for the first hour and 
$150 for each additional hour. Or opt for 
the $750 flat rate (includes 90-minute 
pre-game party and 40 box seats), or 
$600 flat rate (includes 90-minute pre- 
game party and 40 bleacher seats). Addi- 
tional seats can be purchased at regular 
ticket rates; food and beverages are not 
included in the rental fees. 

Field rental with tent setup varies de- 
pending on how elaborate the event is, ac- 
cording to general manager Steve Cohen. 

For more information about catering 
possibilities or restrictions, contact the Ara- 
mark Sales Office at Keyspan Park at 
(718)266-7741. 

Be a star 

Culture-minded couples should con- 
sider hosting their wedding in King’s 
County’s most illustrious performing 
arts center, the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music (BAM), where custom-made 
weddings are treated as technically as a 
Broadway show. 

“For us, everything is a production,” 
said Mario LaMothe, assistant general 
manager of BAM. “And your wedding 
is a production, too.” 

The seating capacity for non-theatri- 
cal events at BAM’s Lepercq Space is 
150, but up to 400 people can be ac- 
commodated with standing room. How- 


ever, most wedding parties here cap out 
at around 180 people; beyond that, said 
LaMothe, space for a dance floor is lim- 
ited. 

This Fort Greene institution’s restau- 
rant and banquet facility includes theatri- 
cal lighting, sound and video systems 
and is located above BAM’s grand lob- 
by, where most couples opt to have their 
ceremony. Receptions are catered by 
BAM’s in-house catering company, 
Great Performances, in the second 
floor’s BAMcafe. But weddings can also 
take place in BAM’s dance studios, 
stages and other public spaces, according 
to LaMothe. 

“We work in production, so we pay at- 
tention to your event,” said LaMothe. 
“We advise you, but we give the detail- 
oriented person a chance to have their 
say, and every detail is met.” 

Brooklynites on a budget also benefit 
from hosting their weddings here; BAM 
offers a whopping 50 percent discount on 
the rental fee to Brooklyn residents. (This 
discount does not apply to the cost of la- 
bor, which is provided in-house by BAM 
and prospective renters should take note 
that the space is offered as-is, with the la- 
bor comprising the bulk of the expenses.) 
Another perk: if the festivities end early, 
BAM will refund the fee for unused 
booked time. 

“We budget to the hour,” advised 
LaMothe. “We don’t pad our charges.” 
And like the Botanic Garden, BAM is a 
nonprofit organization, so couples can 
feel good about giving back to the per- 
forming arts world while indulging them- 
selves and their guests. 

The rental fee is $1,500 per day for 
non-residents; $750 per day for Brooklyn 
residents. Additional fees: in-house labor 
fee (varies, ranging from $2,200 to 
$5,000, according to LaMothe). 

Catering must be provided by Great 
Performances; call (212) 727-2424 or 
visit www.greatperformances.com for 
more information. Prices start at $125 per 
person, which includes menu, bar, and la- 
bor but does not include the cost of decor 
or equipment. 



Picnic House un-veiled 


On Sept. 19 the Prospect Park 
Alliance will celebrate the reno- 
vation of one of its wedding 
venues: the Picnic House. 

After 14 months and $3 mil- 
lion of improvements to the 77- 
year-old, two-story brick build- 
ing’s roof, floor, fighting, 
ventilation system, bathrooms, 
landscape and catering facili- 
ties, the Alliance invites all of 
those brides and grooms who 
have been married at the site to 
bring their photos, their favorite 
wedding songs and their wed- 


ding traditions to a ribbon cut- 
ting and reception at noon in 
the Picnic House, located be- 
hind Litchfield Villa, across the 
Park Drive, on a knoll over- 
looking the Long Meadow. 

“It’s the perfect-sized space 
that can be used in any number 
of interesting ways,” explained 
Prospect Park Administrator 
Tupper Thomas of the site 
which accommodates 175 
guests for a seated dinner and 
dancing. 

The cost to rent the Picnic 


House begins at $4,000 for an 8- 
hour block which includes tables, 
chairs, upright piano and securi- 
ty; catering fees are additional 
and caterers must be chosen 
from the Alliance's list of ap- 
proved businesses. For infor- 
mation about renting the house, 
visit "Event Planning" on the 
Web site www.prospectpark.org 
or call (718) 287-6215. To RSVP 
to the reception and share your 
Picnic House wedding memories 
and photos, e-mail epatron@ 
prospectpark.org. — Lisa J. Curtis 


The Brooklyn Bride continues inside - Win a honeymoon cruise ! 


